
Golden Potlatch 
Waiting for the clock to strike 1 :25 
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Y ou would be hard pressed · today 
to attract more than 1,000 people 
down to Seattle's ferry terminal at 
Pier 52 just to watch one boat 

arrive and a small airplane fly overhead. 
Yet that is exactly what caused all the 
excitement on July 1 7, 1911 , during the 
city's six-day Golden Potlatch celebration. 

The scene in our historical photo was 
Colman Dock with its impressive dock 

~:.r atT~~~:r~~~m~~~ t~~~~~n~ 
clock) Eugene Ely, pioneer aviator, was 

::~~~J i~~isfr~~rti:~i-~~~~~~d 0!a~~~~ 
to sweep by overhead to become the 
highUght of the city's first summer festival. 

8\rt the festivities weren 't over yet. A 
short time later, at 2:10 p.m., eyes were 
turned toward the bay rather than skyward. 
It was the arrival (actually a re-enactment) 
of the steamship Portland with its ton of 
gold, just as it had docked 14 years earlier 
at the start of the gold rush of 1697. 

the~~ ~h~~ ~re'cl~a~0~~ ~~w~n~ 
and queen of the event stepped to shore 

and were led off to a parade through the 
city streets. A second parade, this one 
afloat, was part of the festivities and 
included the H.B. Kennedy and Ath!on, 
both in the 1911 photo. 

The Golden Potlatch was a potluck of 
symbols favoring the sea, economic 
growth, pioneer nostalgia and sentimental· 
lty for native ways at a time when Seattle 
advertised itself as " the fastest growing 
city in the world." The golden portion of 
the title came from seattle's enduring 
obsession with the earlier gold rush and 
the belief that it 4Nas responsible for the 
recent prosperity. 

Such summer celebrations were to 
continue for several years longer than the 
unfortunate clock tower. The next year the 
entire front end of the old pier was 
rammed by a steel-hulled steamship 
named the Alameda and the tower toppled 
into the bay. 

Beginning with World War II SeaWe 
was without any summer celebrations for 
nine years until the 1950 inauguration of 
Seafair. 

Now the ferry terminal is a towerless slip for modern ferries like the Issaquah. 
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NOW & THEN • 

At 1:25 p.m. on July 19, 1911, Coleman Dock on Seattle's waterfront was crowded w ith Golden Potlatch celebrants waiting to cheer on a pioneer aviator. 
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