
Broad 
Way 
In 1931 , 

this residential street 
became 

Capitol Hill 's strip 
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B roadway was once not so 
broad, or straight. In fact, 
prior to 1931, it had been a 
tree-lined, residential street 

of modest pretensions. 
The historic photo looks north 

from Broadway's intersection with 
Harrison Street at the time the city 
was scooping a sewer trench down 
what was to become the center of 

~e~ ~~~~~d~~~~~~~ly~~r: 
d:~ch~r~~;~s 1~kf~ fr~p~ the bucket 

The one-story business buildings 
in this fi rst block, with only a few 
exceptions, were new and are the 
same as those now standing. The 
buildings on the right side were 

~~%~!~fun~u~~r ~~~~~o ~p~e~~~ 
The long building on the left is 

the Broadway Market. For 30 years 
it served as a block-long collection of 
independently owned small shops 
under one roof including a cream
ery, florist, two delis, fish market, 
beauty salon, two meat markets, two 
bakeries and a favorite neighbor-

h~ i~a~~~~\~g~·fa~a~~t while 
the city's engineers were widening 
Broadway in 1931 they also were 
straightening it to conform to the line 
of Broadway south of Harrison. This 
can 1;>e proven visually today by a 
dose sighting north up the block's 

NOW& THEN 

In 1931 , what is now Br9adway East was widened and straightened. 

west side. From Harrison Street one 
can see the block-tong stuccoed face 
of the Fred Meyer store which does 
not run parallel with the street. It was 
built in line with the old. Consequent· 
ly , as you walk north toward Republi· 
can Street, the sidewalk shrinks. 

Fred and Kitty White, who 
moved into one of the only two 
houses on the east side of this block 
in 1904, ran the first business on 
Broadway. They had brought with 
them from Iowa two Jersey cows 
and sold cream to their Broadway 

This view up Broadway was photographed from a 1 2-foot ladder 
standing close to the 1931 sidewalk. 

~~t~illii~~f~r £e~~~~e:~:~~~~ 
dodging bicycles and electric trolleys 
to cross the street on her deliveries. 
The trolleys had been running there 
since the early 1890s when they first 

~ut C~o~~ t~~~~r~0~~~t~~irp~~ 
and Lakeview Cemetery. 

A neighbor of the Whites was 
Ella Million and her son Ten, who 
was to become a local athletic hero. 
He went on to the major leagues in 
baseball as a St. Louis Cardinal, 
although a knee injury from a slide 
into second base ended his career. 
Mrs. Million stayed on Broadway 
until 1930 when her home was razed 
to make room for a shoe repair store 
that is still there. 

The tower in the upper right 
hand comer of the historical photo is 

~:~~~h~:'ro~~~~~ i~orHOO~~ 
was the first church in the neighbor
hood. The widening of Broadway 
had its effect on the church, too, 
when it lost a part of its front lawn. 
Eighteen years later it lost the top of 
the tower to the 1949 earthquake. 
This truncated tower is barely visible 
in the upper right hand comer of the 
contemporary scene. 

Broadway has gone through 

~o~"l ~~~~~~~e~:~7~e ~~~~d~n~ 
and straightening. 
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