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I n 1901 , when Denny Hill was still in its place, 
there was an unobstructed view in all 
directions from the towers of the grand Denny 
Hotel sitting on top. One could feast on vistas 

of Mount Rainier, over the heart of what was then 
the fastest-growing ctty in the Northwest and west 
toward Elliott Bay. 

Here in this week's historic photo is a rarer 
view east toward Capitol Hill. The scene is Jittered 
with landmarks - including the roofless Broad· 
way High School on the right horizon. The 
duplexes in the lower left comer reveal the rental 
character of much of the old Denny Hill 
neighborhood. 

NOW & THEN 

The two streets that form a V through the 
scene are Stewart, on the left, and Olive, in the 
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ground (bordered by Fowth and Fifth avenues 
and Stewart and Olive streets) is the site of a well
known downtown landmark, the former home of 
The Times. At the time, however, the triangle was 
filled with the first home of St. Mark's Episcopal 
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later to a bigger church on First Hill. 

Another prominent church showing is Geth· 
semane Lutheran, the white structure at upper left. 
ft had only been at this location for one year, 
although its beginnings in Seattle date from 1885, 
making this year the church 's centennial. 

The Stewart Street block west of Gethsemane 
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Greyhound station , is nearly level. The radical 
regrading followed when more than 20 feet of fill 
from Denny Hill was dumped onto Eighth Avenue 
and more than 10 feet was cut away at Ninth 
Avenue. 

With no hill to recreate the elevation of the 
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earlier scene, today's .. now" photo was taken 
from the eighth floor of the Securities Building. 
The old hotel atop Denny almost became a 
subject in the older scene. On the lower left , the 
afternoon sun casts the tower's shadows across 
Fourth Avenue. 
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