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ITS ALWAYS BEEN A
COMMUNilY AT THE
CENTER OF THINGS
orthend motorists are by now very familiar even intimate - with this week's contemporary
view of the Fremont Bridge. When the bridge is
up, which it has been more than a half-million
times since it started teeter-tottering 68 years
ago, there are three or more minutes to gaze up
at it and beyond to the green skyline of Fremont.
The bascule bridge was built for the Lake
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geographical center of Seattle. The new little town had
been incorporated into the city in 1891 and Seattle's
northern city limits were stretched into the forest
wilderness beyond Green Lake. Thus, Fremont found
itself both in the center of the city and yet far from it.
Sitting at the northwest comer of Lake Union, the town
was platted in 1888 by a couple of entrepreneurs from
Fremont, Neb. Being at the outlet of the lake, it was an obvious site for a bridge, a lumber mill {also buih in 1888}
and a town. The Seattle Lake Shore and Eastern Railroad
came through there a year earlier, and by 1890 electric
trolleys were speeding at 20 miles per hour above a
timber trestle along the western shore of the lake giving a
fast ride to and from Seattle "proper."
In the older photo, we can see the trolleys and tracks
running across the old Fremont Bridge. A lthough we
cannot see the outlet, there is evidence of its far bank just
this side of the Fremont Mill. In 1902 this stream had been
straightened and widened along much of the route to
Ballard.
The purpose of the improved ditch and dam at the
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Fremont of 1903 had several familiar landmarks, including the B.F. Day School in the center.
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was also meant to control floods, but within the year it
broke and almost flooded Fremont.
Despite near floods, Fremont in 1903 was still a dry
town, being within the four-mile circle of sobriety which
then surrounded the University of Washington. Later,
when -this circle was cut in half, Fremont got wet with
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and promises ever to be. The suburb is composed of the
very best citizens in the West."
Actually, it still has them. Fremont today is one of
Seattle's model neighborhoods for good-natured activism
- and the bartenders and Baptists work side-by-side. T his
neighborly concern has flowered in the annual Fremont
Fair, one of the Seattle area's first food banks, the
Fremont Public Association and a number of other
activities.
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