Now&Themn by Paul Dorpat

THEN: A few minutes
out on its first test, a
still-secret and as-yet-
unnamed B-29 turned
back for Boeing Field,
and did not make it. The
view looks southwest
from Walker Street

to the severed north
wall of the Frye meat-
packing plant at
2203 Airport Way S.

NOW: Dating
from 1985, the
contemporary
structure mostly
replaced the
repaired Frye
plant. The new
structure was
built on the
meat plant’s
foundation.

JEAN SHERRARD

A Tragic Test Before Triumph

WICE I have heard from people who were
working downtown (one in the Exchange
Building, the other in the Smith Tower) during
mrl\ \\ ir II when they saw a strange bomber,
o smoke, sputtering and flying much too

ver the

business district

\J

Allen had turned the plane around in what he
probably knew was a hopcln ss attempt to make
it back to Boeing Field, where he’d taken off just
minutes earlier. When the bomber was close to
colliding with Harborview Hospital, two engi-
neers bailed out, but there was not enough dis
lane and First Hill for their
ghty pigs also perished.
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