NOW & THEN = by Faul Dorpat

Husky Stadium’s humble beginnings
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INETY-SEVEN YEARS have passed THEN: Washington Field’s basic horseshoe bleachers were barely completed in time for the transcontinental visit of the Dartmouth College
between these games? The game tearn on Nov. 27, 1920.
played “Then” was the first at Wash-

ington Field, the brand-new stadium at
the end of the 1920 season, when the
Dartmouth College Indians from Hanover,
N.H., beat the University of Washington
Sun Dodgers, 28-7 (they wouldn’t become
the Huskies for another couple of years).
Besides a few points, the most important
thing missing in 1920 was a bridge, a way
for fans to get to the new stadium from
the more-populated south side of the Lake
Washington Ship Canal. For the Dartmouth
game, UW graduate manager Dar Meisnest
improvised a row of barges that fans could
use to cross that would only temporarily
block shipping.

Meisnest was a leading promoter for the
Gothic Montlake Bridge, opened in 1925. It
is the last of the bascules to span the canal.

Now Husky Stadium, the field also has
hosted a few performances without foot-
balls. In 1923, hundreds of local pastor-led
Christian thespians staged a passion play
before 40,000 on a stage that filled the
west end zone.

In 1927, Charles Lindbergh buzzed the
stadium in his Spirit of St Louis, and after
landing at Sand Point Naval Air Station,
took the shortride to the stadium in a
yacht for a “visit’ with about 30,000 admir-
ers. He was introduced by Seattle Mayor T - : —
Bertha Knight Landes. HERNSHERRARD
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