AN EYE FOR AN EYE

Disagree, Argue, Fight, On to war! 3ince the beginning or
recordoed history it has ever been thus. Does it always have to be?
It used toc be that in our westera world anyone with = non-white stin
was considered inferior. We have and are cvercoming that misconcept.
Why ecsnnot we do the same for The ledder of belligersnce? Haclisw
is quite readily absent with smell children who see ovor&cne as different
in one way or another sad de not mark kiads or ofiders of Jdiflerence.
Racism is learned, So is belligerence, Have you as & parent esverf
felt a fissh of ressntment and the urge for retaliation M) when
your child reports to having been pushed, hit, or whacked by another
child? In reporting such an occurrence to y&u, your child is alert
for your resction and he will vake his clue from you,

Do you show your anger at once? fAhhhbhh,' seys your ohild to
bimself or herself, "If I am hit I should be engry.") Do you say,
"Well, if it happens again you hit him back, ¥You have to learn to
defend yoursadf.,” (Your ohild now has his instructions: hit baek,)

Do you sey, " Don't be & sissy.” ? Tho message for behavior is now
clear, A sissy is one who does .'t fight end it is bad to be a sisay,
Therefore it is good to fight,

3ad, Worse.

Schools set down rules for reasonalbd e behavior that will load te
progress, not vseless conflict, PFaronts scuttle thsss rules when they
encourage their children in retaliatory behavier, We always try to
catch & conflict before it reeches the physical stage and disocuss

reolvement through amiable discourge, Most children are amensble
to this and see that discussion or, if necwssary, an appeal tc hiy
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authority resolves problems quickly so that play may be resumed.
A chidd taught at home to "hit back is in for chastisement, rejection,
and isoletion, '

One very counscienticus mother cheked her child over every day after
school for sigas of physical aggression and when she found a scratch
or bruise would call the school to report it, She could noet believe
her doecile child could possibly bhave gathered these merks in frieandly
play or édue to his aggression, She at itted sbe was continually
instructing himw to "hit back" and not le% cthers bully him, IV took
polarcid pictures showing her child'e henging by a hull on the monkey
bars and flinging himself on smother child to prove that "love thy
friend" was & far better maxim than "do untc others before they cam

do unto you sgaini"



