FASCINATION vs, NCeNO

"vankee Doodle came to town a-riding on a turile;

He turmed a cormer just in time to see a lady's girdlel”
Drew laughed uproariously but some of his comrades looked puzzled.
They were anxious %o laugh but confused as to what. "Girdle, dumy,"
sald Drew, and whispered furtively, "LADY'S girdlel”™ Abbhhbhhh...
relioved...hls coanrades leughed and soon were soon chanting the
rhyme to all who would listen, GIRDLE....JADY'S giddle,.one of
THOSE words, Until Drew enlightened them, they had not reelized
that Lady's girdle was one of those deliciocus, dalacicus werde, slong
with "poo poo,"” "doo doo,” "pee pee" etc., Children realize that |
there is = whole area of words thet have special quality tc cause
magnetic attention, They hear adults tedl stories (that they don't
understand, thet cause scme edults to blush, mother to say, "Ob
Geomgel" and all to be intensely interested in, Children 1ike
attention as much a8 anybody and are quite ascute in their avility to
judge the quality of attention: absent-minded attention, polite
interest, pretended interest, inrgmtien—mqmug interest, and
horrified, astonished, intense interest., Since children don't
shad have the connotative and denotative vocabulary of sex, they
choose the nexp categoriecs of high interest: bodily functions and

bodily parts.

Futt‘.l fatty two by four
Couldn't the bathroom door.
Had to pi mn the floor.



Prins add 1

We have always insisted on the phrase: "lavatory time." "Tolilet"
and all the variations ave charged words. "urinate” and "defecate"
are arcane words to children and if used without so much as a flioker
of an eyelssh will avoid being included amcng THE words., It would
be & blessing 1f parents at home would use flat words for the necessary
bodily functions instesd of all the "cute" terms, We had one year
en entering 3 year old who was taciturn; we cajocled and coaxed to
elicit some spoech from her, Our joy at our success was somevhat
marrfed uwhon her first succinet uttersnce was: "I have to go plssy."
We were more amazed at the competency of utterance than THE word but
our interest was evident and the word sprifced through the ranks like
wildfive, If stated flatly, children understend that there are bodily
functions thet must be uoouplhhod-dﬂa:wm "
but we aren't going to talk about it bumo&pim't as inteoresting
as circuses end animals end Hallowe'en,

Each year I tell e story thet includes the phrase, "plg wash,”
It refers tc a bucket of garbege for pigs, This phrase sonds children
into hysteriscal giggles. As a higheinterest word it knows no equal.
We lsugh togsther and repeat tht word to one smother, It is fumny,
it can be rppeated, and it has no repercussons, 30 when a child tries
out one of THE words, I steal both bis laugh and the reinforcement of
interested attention by quickly ecrying, "PIGWASH,.,.0H PIGWASHI"



