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) SNOWWHITE IN JAIL?

"But she was hungry and she needed it." "T think she shoulda
knocked." "Why didn't the dwarfs lock their doop? My Mom always
locks our door when we go away." "I thknk she should have waited
until the dwarfs came home and then asked for some food,"

The discussion began as the children wepe g¥f recreating the
story of Snowwhite and the Seven Dwarfs." Ed protested that
Showwhite hadn't knocked before going in the house of the dwarfs
end Snowwhite had replied she didn't need to. t%he iieveiry lively
discussion expanded into an exploration ¢ of the concept of
stealing,

Brandon stated flatly: "Stealing is taking something without
paying for it,"

Karl protested: "'hat's ndt stealing..that's shoplisSting,"

John sought to elarify; "Stealing is taking something without
asking if you couldhave it and paying first. It belongs to somebody

| else and you just take it and put it in your pocket or behind your
back and shopping is making a 1ist and buying things and paying for
them,"

There was cacophany as each child sought to be heard, Most
children saw stealing as a furtive éxperience done by ephemeral
"robbers" or "burglars.” All had tales of someone they knew who had
been robbed and they were indignant about it. They certainly didn't
want someone's coming in their house and taking Yheir things,

But taking a few things from a school or a store..in the daylight.
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wWas that all bad?

Colleen was inclined to justify. "Sometimes the children don't
know an y better...like if you're two or onme.”

Julie also was inclined to tolerance. "I know why kids steal
sometimes...becsuse they don't have any money." (I asked if she
considered the stesling all right in this situation.) "Yes,..
because they don't have any money, you see." (There was more
sgreement to this reasoning than you'd care to believel)

Then there was the fear of punishment. Stealing gshouldn't
be done, not because in itself it was a bad thing, but because
the punishment was awesome.

"If you steal something it's bad because you go off to the
city jeil and you won't be able to get out."

"If you steal something some people maybe will call the police
and a watch dog will come and if the watch dog sees the hurglurs paek
things the watch dog maybe will rush back to the policeman.

The question was raised: if someone does steal gnd you see it what
should you do? One answer: "Go call the police and the police
will say 'who are you and what kind of money did you steal?'"

John could see further extensions of the stealing: af * 3
somebody steals all the money the people have they'll be poor and they
can't buy anyphing...they'll all die becamse they can't buy food or
drink because they'll usé all their food up &nd they'll die because
their stomach gets upset and if it doens't get any food 1t'1ll just
go down deesd and just be 21l donet"™
How do children learn not to steal? Johmny said, "If you have a good
mom or dad, they kind of teach the kid not to steal so when they go

in a store they won't bteal."

Children see stealing and shoplifting as being differencé.



iRINS (Snowwhite in Jail?)
ADD TWO :

N,

"They}re both different because shoplifting is just taking
something from the store. Stealing is going to someone's house
and taking some money away from the person. They're both
28 bad as stealing I guess but they're differamt too and
somehow if the robbers get together they'll steal both
together and they'll be friendsi"

Nocturnal burglary is definitely bad but a little light purloining

in the daylight on a friendly buddy basis is probably all righti

Lacking is a strong sense of property. They understand MINE but

do not feel as strongly about YOURS or THEIRS or HIS or HERS,

Why not?



