THE SHY GUY

Julie hung back, Julie was always hanging back, Or sitting en
the side lines, While the other children skipped and hopped and galloppd
and trotted, Julie sat on the side lines, Watehing, Watehing, With
her face closed,

dould she hear? Yes, she could hear, Could she shee? Yes, she
could see, Was there an unheppy situation at home? No, Was she re-
jectod by her peers? No, Badgered by per peers? No, She was
ignored, She secemed content enough but nothing moved her to action
or reaction,

Many children when faced with new situations withdraw into theme
selves until they séo how things are going, see that errors beget leasning,
are welcomed and accepted, and then they gradually enter the stream
of cooperstive work and play. Occasinmally there is a obild who
resists every persuasive ploy.

(nce we had sscertained thet there was no apparent reason for
Julie's teciturnity (not truculence) we could run a time-check on
Julie's behavior to gether clues, This weant that st speecific times
in each class, the teacher would make a special check on what dulie
wes doing, her performance end her attitude, I coalesced the results
and found & pattern of quiet, lowelevel cocoeration and quite
adeguate performance on progra-no& materials, Where she was
specificaliy required to follew directions and perform she did well,
When she was not specifiocally reguired to act, she did nothing,

Meanwhile, she trailed in with her closed face eash morning and
maintained a wary vigilance throughout the day. She had isclated
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herself, yet our check showed she was cooperabtive when expected to be.
Expected, Requosted., Becuause other children perforsced in certain
ways, Julie did mot assume she should do the same, We expected her
to make that assumption, I wondered., How did she kaow that?

The next merning I greeted Julie and took her sside, I told her
bow much I liked having her in our Schocl., We tslked of happiness and
smiles, of shering happiness, of making others happy. I smiled at
bher and essked her for a return smile, Slowly the smile came., I was
ecstatic., Like an anemone, she begen te open up as I became
plainly more excited and bappy. A little astonishment was mixed in as
she begaen to chatter and realized I eared what she said and how she
feolt and locked,

Bveryofle enjoyed Julie that day as we all remarked on how mwuch
brighter the day was when children were not only happy but showed
their happiness, I wonder if we can assume thet children know what
behavicr we expect and would welcome? As in Juliels case, it
sometimes boips-f works wonders to simply tell a child how wuch
happier the dey is when she actively helps to meke it so, A dild,

I think, needs to know her happy, sctive participation is not only
oxpected but welcome 2nd epprecieted,

Julie continues to surprise us snd meke us speculste, Like
yesterday, A new ehild sat withdrawn, "Whet do you suppose is the matter?”
I esked Julie, "Oh, she 's just shy," seid Julie and shen sdded. ‘
"You know, when you're shy....everybody thinks youlre goodl"



