YOU KNOW WHAT?!

"You know what? If you swallow an eggshell, it stops right
here." (@esture indicating mid-neck) ". . .Then your blood can't
get through. It stops right here." (gesture) " ,And when the blood
cam't get ®p, yo're dead." Mark accompanied the dissertation with
appropriate expressions and gestures. It was graphic and convincing
and I marveled. Inaccuracies of information aside, I was enthralled
with his reasoning and lucidity of expression., I like to listen to
children. They speakone at a time because they know I am interested
in what each has to say and I cannot hear if more than one talks at
ance, *hey know I like to hear each one and it is therefore axiomatic
that thel take turns speaking. The order, the discipline, the rules
are builet in and the children maintain order among themselves with
no carping from me.

Language. How terriby important it is. Speech is the necessary
toél of language. Brandon has wonderful throughts and a delicious
sonse of humor. We play speech gemes that enasble me to ascertain
that #ach child is esmap capable of producing all the speech sounds,
The games are fun and the ohildreh repeat them by themselves and
thereby practice, This practice is necessanjlywesultory; more practice
is needed, and something else: a desire to communicate. When I
can't understand Brendon because he hss spoken hsstily and left out most

of his consonants, he is angry with himself and I am sad that I have
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missed an interesting throught or a good laugh. Brandon's speech is
improving by l-eaps and b-ounds. :

A parrot can be taught to speak; language is the thing. We
help children build relationships j;and vocabulary but understand too
that there is "speaking" via pantomime, gesture, eyes, shrugs as
well as words. Once it is ascertfained fhat adequate auditory acuity
exists, auditory perception becomes the concern. Eerly language is
important and parents and teaahers alike can assist in its develop-
ment by both listening to children and being competency models for
them.

"A vampire lives in a box and only comes out at night but he has
to Bo back in the box before it's daylight because he'd melt." Mike
waited expectantly for a response. "If you saw a vampire would you be
a little bit surprised? I aaked. The children chorused, "I'd be a lot
surprised." "Amazed?" I asked. The children considered this.
"Amazed," they murmured, running the word around in their mouths and
their heads. Acceptable. "Amazed," they concurred. Later, on? of bhe
friends hung by one leg from the monkey bars. "Look at me,¥Y he crowed.
Mark looked at him contemplatively. "I'm amazed," he adjudged.
Children within earshot nodded knowingly.

I always admire the language used at show-and-tell time and as
a result the children enjoy describing and explaining with detail and
color. It is more fun for everybody. No attempt is ridiculed
though the teacher may get inner\joy from some usages. In a story
we read, a character was described as "frugal." We discussed
seving and that "frugal" mearm to save and be saving. 30, of course,
when Kristin wantedher paper kept for taking home she esked,

"Ms. Prins, will you please frugal my paper?"



