Courtesy of the Tulalip Tribes’ Hibulb Cultural Center

The Salmon People sʔuladxʷbixʷ xʷəʔaʔxʷəʔ
In 1853, Washington’s territorial governor Isaac Stevens identified 30 different Indian tribes in the Puget Sound area. A presidential order directed
him to sign treaties with them. The Point Elliott Treaty, signed on this waterfront in 1855, sought vast portions of the territory in exchange for
various goods and services. Chiefs were to receive annuities; schools were to be provided. All of it required the tribes to move to areas set aside
as reservations. The Coast Salish people wanted assurances their fishing rights would be preserved. Fishing was – and still is – a core part of their
culture, their way of life. To the Coast Salish tribes, fishing is no less important than the air they breathe.
The schools established under the treaty taught farming (not fishing) in English (not Lushootseed) and Christian religion (not tribal spiritualism). The
focus on these nearly erased tribal language, history, culture, values, and spirituality. This is why you see Northern Lushootseed words and phrases
throughout the site as a way of honoring the tribes’ tradition and language and helping to foster their growth.

LEARN MORE:

We are on the traditional lands of the Coast Salish tribes.
Learn more about their rich history by visiting the Hibulb
Cultural Center. Scan this code to get started.

Hello friend. ʔi, syaʔyaʔ
We are here. ʔah čəɬ ʔal tiʔaʔ
More than a thousand years ago, this area was an immense beach where it’s
believed the Snohomish people had a year-round village near the land spit and
̓ ʷəɬtiwʔ). During warm weather,
adjoining salt marsh that is now Mukilteo (bək
tribal people followed the game and fish runs and gathered on the beach to trade
goods and socialize. They passed along their legends and stories by campfire at
night in the longhouse—stories that endure today.
In that spirit, these traditional Coast Salish welcome figures greet all who enter
this territory in the traditional way, with hands outstretched in welcome and
palms facing the sky in respect and honor. Many of the signs you see here include
Lushootseed words, the language of the area’s tribes.
LEARN MORE:

We are on the traditional lands of the Coast Salish tribes.
Learn more about their rich history by visiting the Hibulb
Cultural Center. Scan this code to get started.

WELCOME FIGURES ARTIST: SUQUAMISH ARTIST KATE AHVAKANA

Hello friend. ʔi, syaʔyaʔ
We are here. ʔah čəɬ ʔal tiʔaʔ
For thousands of years before settlers arrived, the tribes of the Coast Salish
people thrived on these lands and areas surrounding the waters now known as the
Salish Sea. The climate was mild and fish and wildlife were abundant. United by a
common language (Salishan/Chinook Jargon) more than 30 tribes and bands lived
in relative harmony with the land and each other.
This is also the site of the 1855 signing of the Point Elliott treaty between these
tribes and the U.S. Government. These tribes exist today whose ancestors signed the
Point Elliott Treaty: Lummi Nation, Muckleshoot, Nooksack, Samish, Sauk-Suiattle,
Snoqualmie, Stillaguamish, Suquamish, Swinomish, Tulalip Tribes, and Upper Skagit.
Their common language is Lushootseed (dxʷləšucid) and there are northern and
southern versions of it.
LEARN MORE:

WELCOME FIGURES ARTIST: SUQUAMISH ARTIST KATE AHVAKANA

We are on the traditional lands of the Coast Salish tribes.
Learn more about their rich history by visiting the Hibulb
Cultural Center. Scan this code to get started.

Permission to come ashore. gʷəɬaɬliləxʷ ɬi siʔiʔab

Courtesy of the Tulalip Tribes’ Hibulb Cultural Center

“When you’re on the water, you know that you’re celebrating your ancestors and taking care of your spirit”
-Tulalip tribal member, Sydney Napeahi.
Cedar canoes are the traditional mode of transportation for
Coastal Native American people and for thousands of years,
canoes played a key role in their survival. The waterways of
the Salish Sea have been their highways and trading routes.
Each summer the local tribes continue this tradition with
the Canoe Journey. The tribes take turns hosting the event
in which thousands of native people paddle in traditional
cedar canoes from tribe to tribe until reaching their final

landing destination. When tribes reach the territory of
another tribe, they request permission to come ashore.
After all the canoes have arrived, they begin a weeklong
celebration of singing, dancing, and passing their ancestral
teachings on to the next generations. The Canoe Journey
allows tribal members to participate in their history, origins,
values, and lifeways.

LEARN MORE:

We are on the traditional lands of the Coast Salish tribes.
Learn more about their rich history by visiting the Hibulb
Cultural Center. Scan this code to get started.

Image is from a mural painted by Cory Ench www.enchgallery.com

The Orca People qal̕q aləx̌ ič
Coast Salish peoples, here for thousands of years before settlers arrived,
shared a strong belief in the existence of “myth age,” when beings
sharing both human and animal qualities roamed the earth. According to
legend, a Changer (dukʷibəɬ) transformed beings into animals, giving the
native people the essential elements of their culture.
The killer whale or orca is important to the Tulalip Tribes. As the Snohomish
legend goes, if a killer whale approaches their canoe, they will greet it
with these words: “killer whale, killer whale, your ancestors were also my
ancestors.”
A long-told Tulalip story says there were two brothers, famous seal hunters,
who went to live in the ocean and became killer whales. Later, when the
Tulalip people had been starving, they were relieved to see the salmon
arrive.

Suddenly seals arrived, too, and began devouring the salmon.
Remembering their seal-hunting ancestors, the qal̕qaləx̌ ič, they called
them for help. The killer whales heard the call and arrived to kill the
seals, saving the salmon and the Tulalip people from starvation.
“Tulalip” comes from the Lushootseed word dxʷlilap (far towards
the end) referring to the wide berth cut by
canoes entering Tulalip bay, eight miles north
LEARN
MORE:
of Mukilteo, to avoid running aground. Tulalip
tribal members are the direct descendants of the
Snohomish, Snoqualmie, Skykomish, and other
allied tribes and bands signatory to the 1855
Treaty of Point Elliott, which was signed here.
We are on the traditional lands of the Coast Salish tribes.
Learn more about their rich history by visiting the Hibulb
Cultural Center. Scan this code to get started.

Water and sustainability: Light on the earth
stix̌ dxʷ ti swatixʷtədčəɬ: xʷəʔaʔxʷəʔ
The Salish Sea spans from
Olympia in the south to
the Campbell River, British
Columbia, in the north and
west to Neah Bay. The
Coast Salish people viewed
themselves as caretakers
of these lands rather than
landlords of them. They
relied on the region’s natural
environment for food,
clothing, commerce, culture,
and protection.

Reference Map for the Salish Sea Bioregion, Aquila Flower, 2020

The Coast Salish people
traveled the highways of
the Salish Sea and Pacific
Ocean to promote a thriving
culture that included
trading and socializing with
other tribes. They relied on
abundant wildlife, seafood,
cedar, and plants only taking
what they needed to allow
these valuable resources to
replenish themselves. Today,
the challenge is for the Coast
Salish people to maintain,
rebuild, and restore their
cultural ways.

When Washington State
Ferries consulted with
the Samish, Sauk-Suiattle,
Snoqualmie, Stillaquamish,
Suquamish, Swinomish, and
Tulalip Tribes to build a ferry
terminal here, they asked
us to be light on the earth.
We embraced the mission
to build a green, LEED Silver
terminal here. One that is
light on the earth.
We limited overwater
coverage so the native
marine plants and grasses
can get the needed light to
thrive. The holding lanes
gradually rise up then slope
back down. This deliberate
design means we didn’t
excavate to avoid disturbing
the archaeological remains
buried here, which contain
tool and spear points along
with animal teeth and bones.

Image courtesy of Mukilteo Historical Society.

LEARN MORE:

We are on the traditional lands of the Coast Salish tribes.
Learn more about their rich history by visiting the Hibulb
Cultural Center. Scan this code to get started.

Our life ways. həliʔadadčəɬ

MOHAI, Ferdinand Brady Photographic Postcards, 1988.11.27.

Life for local tribes depended on the seasons. They
understood these seasonal patterns like a calendar.
Spring and summer brought families out of their winter
villages to their family hunting and gathering grounds.
Autumn saw them harvesting salmon and shellfish and
gathering mountain blueberries and a variety of roots and
plants for cooking, medicine, and to store for winter. In
winter, they returned to their permanent villages along
the waterways.

The local tribes maintain aggressive environmental
preservation programs, both on and off the reservation
to complement the Snohomish region’s natural resources
– its marine waters, tidelands, fresh
LEARN MORE:
water rivers and lakes, wetlands, and
forests. Throughout this site, you
will see plants that have long been
medicinal and beneficial to the tribes.
Their traditional Lushootseed names
and uses are shown along with their
common and Latin names.

We are on the traditional lands of the Coast Salish tribes.
Learn more about their rich history by visiting the Hibulb
Cultural Center. Scan this code to get started.

Treaty of Point Elliott: Fishing and Treaty Rights
On January 22, 1855, some 2,300
Native Americans gathered on the
shores of Puget Sound at what is now
Mukilteo, where territorial governor
Isaac Stevens read to them—in English
—from the Treaty of Point Elliott.
Eighty-two chiefs “signed” with an X
by their name.
Edward Joe at Anacortes in 1921 - Hibulb Cultural Center
Courtesy of the Tulalip Tribes’ Hibulb Cultural Center

Image courtesy of the National Archives Records Administration, Washington DC

The treaty called for the tribes to give
up a vast region where they had lived
for generations. This land comprised
millions of acres, from the Cascade
Mountains to the east, the Canadian
border to the north, south almost to
Tacoma, and west to the waters of
Puget Sound. It included the San Juan,
Whidbey, and the other habitable
islands. In return, the tribes were to
retain four relatively small parcels of
land, three of which were intended to
be temporary reserves, but became
permanent reservations. One is the

22,000-acre Tulalip Reservation, 10
miles north of here. Others included the
Swinomish Reservation in LaConner,
Washington, the Port Madison
Reservation in Suquamish, Washington,
and the Lummi Reservation in
Bellingham, Washington.
Tribal leaders were assured the treaty
would secure their fishing rights and
those of their descendants to fish in
all of their “... usual and accustomed...”
places. U.S. District Judge George H.
Boldt upheld these rights in 1974 when
he issued his decision reconfirming the
off-reservation fishing areas of the Point
Elliott Treaty tribes.
LEARN MORE:

We are on the traditional lands of the Coast Salish tribes.
Learn more about their rich history by visiting the Hibulb
Cultural Center. Scan this code to get started.

Green, LEED, Light on the Earth
When Washington State Ferries set out to replace the
1950s-era Mukilteo ferry terminal, we gathered input from
several groups. One was the local tribes who fished these
waters and thrived on these shores long before European
settlers arrived. The City of Mukilteo and residents asked us
to build a green building; WSDOT asked that it be
LEED-certified; local tribes asked that it be “light on the
earth.” We melded those requests into these features:
• Minimal overwater coverage means marine plants can
thrive in their native waters
• Passive cooling via windows that open to let the cool
marine air in and large ceiling fans to circulate it
• South-facing shed roof covered in solar panels
• Treat stormwater via pervious concrete in the holding
lanes, modular wetlands, rain gardens, and more before it
reaches Possession Sound

• Rainwater harvesting for reuse in the passenger building
• Radiant floor heating heats with less energy output
• Native plants require less water and have medicinal and
cultural benefits for the tribes

More than simple decoration

LEARN MORE:

We are on the traditional lands of the Coast Salish tribes.
Learn more about their rich history by visiting the Hibulb
Cultural Center. Scan this code to get started.

“To the Tulalip people, this is not an archeological site, and its value is not in scientific analysis. This is a living
site of our ancestors, and it has immeasurable cultural and spiritual values … Places where the remains of our
villages and gathering places remain intact must be preserved in order to preserve the living culture of the
Tulalip Tribes.” 																 – From a 2007 Tulalip Tribes letter regarding development of land along this shore.
The carved and stamped images you see throughout the site are more than simple decoration to native tribes. They possess spiritual power.
Every salmon, orca, eagle, crab image evokes multiple legends, stories, songs, dances, and other cultural patterns that explain the universe and
the role of people within it.
Tulalip master carver Joe Gobin carved the cedar
spindle whorl, canoe, and two figures on the west
wall and designed the two aluminum spindle whorls
on the east and west ends of the building. Trained by
his father Bernie Gobin (1930 to 2009), he carved
his first ocean-going canoe with Tulalip master
carver Jerry Jones in 1988 for the tribe’s annual
canoe journey. His 24-foot story poles welcome
visitors to the Tulalip Resort and Casino and the
Tulalip Tribes’ administration building. His twin
hand-carved “People of the Salmon” doors beckon
visitors inside the Tulalip’s Hibulb Cultural Center in
Marysville. Find more examples of Gobin’s work at
Mukilteo’s Lighthouse Park. Many of his pieces feature tribal totems—water,
salmon, orcas, eagles—telling his tribe’s spiritual connection to the region’s
land and water.

Tulalip master carver James Madison, who
created the designs on the elevator glass,
began carving when he was eight years old,
learning from his grandfather, Frank Madison, a
renowned traditional carver, and from an uncle
Steve Madison. He learned abstract painting
and sculpting from his father, Richard Madison,
before earning bachelor degrees in fine arts
from the University of Washington and the
Pratt School. Madison also works in a variety of
contemporary media, including glass, bronze, and
stainless steel, seeking to blend old with new.
His work is on display at the Tulalip Resort and
Casino, Tulalip’s Hibulb Cultural Center, the Tulalip Health Clinic, Cabela’s at
the Tulalip Mall, Lighthouse Park in Mukilteo, and more.

Coast Salish
longhouse
tradition
Longhouse culture was and continues to be an important
part of tribal community life as a gathering place for
ceremonies, celebrations, and storytelling. Constructed of
western red cedar—the tree of life—longhouses consist of
a common post and beam structure, rectangular floor plan,
horizontal plank wall cladding, and a plank-covered
shed roof.
Drawing by Howard Fitzpatrick, LMN Architects.

The passenger building is a modern interpretation of the traditional longhouse where people can gather to await and
depart the ferry or simply enjoy the sweeping views from water to land. Designed to be light on the earth, its many
energy-saving features honor our commitments to the Samish, Sauk-Suiattle, Snoqualmie, Stillaguamish, Suquamish,
Swinomish, and Tulalip Tribes, and to the City of Mukilteo and its residents.

