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J.HILL

THE (LARGELY UNKNOWN) EMPIRE BUILDER OF THE NORTHWEST
By Stephen Sadis

This article is based on excerpts from the script for The Empire Builder: James |J. Hill and the
Great Northern Railway, a fourepisode documentary produced by Stephen Sadis and Kyle Kegley.

hen the railroads ushered in one of the most transformative eras
w in American history, James J. Hill emerged as its unrivaled leader,
building a transportation empire stretching across North America and on
to Asia. Known as “The Empire Builder,” Hill was a titan of industry who
partnered with J. P. Morgan, faced off with Eugene Debs, and bested John D.
Rockefeller and E.H. Harriman. He had relationships with seven presidents,
shaped national policy, and transformed the Northern tier of the country. At
the turn of the 20th century, James ]. Hill was one of the most recognizable
names in America, yet today his name often escapes recognition.

Background: Portrait of James J. Hill, 1913. Henry Caro-Delvaille, artist. Minnesota Historical Society, AV1991.85.57.































