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elevation Laser Dome (1962: Building 3) at middle and right; view 
from Pacific Science Center Parking Garage (not on site) 

NK Arch., Nov. 2009 
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Map Company 
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A2.1  Building No. 3 Demolition Plans  (Building 3 & Site Improvements) Callison Architects, 1993 
A1.4  Gallery/Plaza – Floor Plan  (New IMAX Theatre/Exhibit Hall) Callison Architects, 1996 
A2.1  Plaza Level – Floor Plan  (Building 6A/Discovery Labs) Callison Architects, 1996 
 
* Drawings from Pacific Science Center collection, and on file at Seattle DPD Microfilm Library 



 
 
 
 
 

PACIFIC SCIENCE CENTER  –  SEATTLE HISTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION  –  FEBRUARY 26, 2010 
PAGE 44 

APPENDIX A – BUILDING IMAGES 
 

 
Figure 1 – Site map (red circle indicates location of site) 

 
 

 
Figure 2 – Aerial view of neighborhood (red circle indicates location of site) 
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Figure 3 – Zoning map, Seattle Department of Planning and Development, 2010 

 
 

 
Figure 4 – Zoning map, Seattle Department of Planning and Development, 2010 
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Figure 5 – Graphical summary of PSC building alterations, Nicholson Kovalchick Architects, 2010 
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Figure 6 - Aerial view of complex from south (Google maps, 2009) 

 
 
 

 
Figure 7 - Aerial view of complex from east (Google Maps) 
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Figure 8 – 1939 view of Seattle's civic center, location of 1962 Seattle World's Fair.  Future United States 
Science Pavilion location visible in upper portion, just right of center. (1983.10.17888, PEMCO Webster & 

Stevens Collection, MOHAI) 
 

 
Figure 9 – 1962 Seattle World's Fair (1965.3598.4.6, MOHAI) 
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Figure 10 – 1962 Seattle World's Fair. View of South entry gate (1965.3598.5.7, MOHAI) 

 

 
Figure 11 – 1962 Seattle World's Fair; view from axial approach. The Standard Oil Pavilion is visible at left.  
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Figure 12 – Science Pavilion under construction, c.1961 ( 1965.3598.26.57, MOHAI) 

 

 
Figure 13 – 1962 Seattle World's Fair advertisement in June 1962 Progressive Architecture magazine, 

showing construction of the Science Pavilion 
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Figure 14 – 1962 Seattle World's Fair, period postcard 

 
 
 

 
Figure 15 – 1962 Seattle World's Fair, period postcard; view from Building R (current Bldg 3) 
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Figure 16 – 1962 Seattle World's Fair guidebook showing cut-away diagram of interior exhibits at the 

United States Science Pavilion 
 

 
Figure 17 – 1969 exhibit at the Pacific Science Center (1986.5.50939, Seattle P-I Collection, MOHAI) 
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Figure 18 – Wayne State University McGregor Conference Center, Detroit, Michigan, by Minoru Yamasaki 

1955-59 
 
 
 

   
Figure 19 – Oberlin College Conservatory of Music buildings, Oberlin Ohio, 1963 by Minoru Yamasaki 
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Figure 20 – Reynolds Aluminum Building, Detroit, Michigan, by Minoru Yamasaki, 1959 

 
 

    
Figure 21 – IBM Building, Seattle, 1964 (left) and Rainier Tower, Seattle, 1977 (right) both by Minoru 

Yamasaki 
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Figure 22 – Neighborhood context: view east from John Street 

 
 

 
Figure 23 – Neighborhood context: view south from Seattle Center; 1982 Bay Vista Tower apartment 

building in background, Children's Theater on far right 
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Figure 24 – Neighborhood context: view west from John Street and 5th Avenue monorail tracks 

 
 

 
Figure 25 – Neighborhood context: view west/northwest on 3rd Avenue from Belltown 
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Figure 26 – Neighborhood context: view along Broad Avenue of IMAX wing addition  

 
 

 
Figure 27 – Neighborhood context: view of Pacific Science Center and Space Needle from upper main path 

at the Olympic Sculpture Garden on the Elliott Bay waterfront 
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Figure 28 – North entrance forecourt and entry towers, from northeast 

 
 

 
Figure 29 – Entrance stairs and 1993 north entrance gate 
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Figure 30 – Building 5 (1962: Building 1) east elevation, and walkways 

 
 

 
Figure 31 – Building 4 (1962: Building 2) east elevation, on left 
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Figure 32 – Laser Dome (1962: Building 3), north elevation 

 

 
Figure 33 – Building 3 (1962: Building R), north elevation, on right; Building 2 (1964: Building 4) on left. 
1962 viewing platform at center. Non-original features shown include 1993 pool pad and walk visible at 

right, tent, signage, glazed wall on Building 3, and all water features other than petalled fountain.  
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Figure 34 – Building 1 (1962: Building 5), center; Building 2 (1965: Building 4) on right 

 
 

 
Figure 35 – Building 5 (1962: Building 1) first level conference room 
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Figure 36 – Building 5 (1962: Building 1) west elevation, and loading dock 

 
 

 
Figure 37 – Southeast corner of site showing 1993 parking garage addition 
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Figure 38 – Pacific Science Center south perimeter elevation showing additions 

to Building 3 (1962: Bldg R) on right 
 

 
Figure 39 – Pacific Science Center south perimeter elevation showing Building 2 (1962: Building 4) on left, 

and 1998 butterfly house and IMAX addition on right. 
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Figure 40 – Pacific Science Center, east perimeter elevation, showing 1998 butterfly house and IMAX 

addition behind trees; view from Seattle Center grounds 
 

 
Figure 41 – Pacific Science Center, north elevation showing Building 1 (1962: Building 1) on right, and 

1998 Boeing IMAX addition on left; view from Seattle Center grounds 
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Figure 42 – Building 1 (1962: Building 5) on right, 1998 Boeing IMAX addition on left; site of 1962 East 

Exhibit Garden  
 

 
Figure 43 – Building 5 (1962: Building 1) on left, 1996 Discovery Labs addition on right (east elevation) 
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Figure 44 – Building 5 (1962: Building 1) on right, 1996 Discovery Labs addition on left (west elevation) 

 
 

 
Figure 45 – Building 5 (1962: Building 1) first level corridor 
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Figure 46 – Building 5 (1962: Building 1) first level typical office; view through window of hallway of 1993 

Discover Labs building addition 
 

 
Figure 47 – View of Building 5 (1962: Building 1) first floor original exterior wall, from lobby and hallway of 

1993 Discovery Labs addition.  In 1962 these office windows overlooked the West Exhibit Garden.  
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Figure 48 – Building 5 (1962: Building 1) second level theater and structure behind curving wall 

 
 

 
Figure 49 – Building 5 (1962: Building 1) second level theater 
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Figure 50 – Building 4 (1962:Building 2), interior, showing west ramp from mezzanine 

 
 

 
Figure 51 – Building 4 (1962:Building 2), interior, showing exhibits and structure area 
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Figure 52 – Laser Dome (1962: Building 3) theater interior 

 
 

 
Figure 53 – Laser Dome (1962: Building 3) theater; view of dome structure from interstitial space storage 
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Figure 54 – Building 3 (1962: Building R), interior, showing 1993 full height glazed wall  

 
 

 
Figure 55 – Building 3 (1962: Building R), interior, showing Denny Way entrance below  
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Figure 56 – Building 2 (1962: Building 4), interior showing exhibits, and staff office area up stairs on left 

 
 

 
Figure 57 – Building 2 (1962: Building 4), interior 
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Figure 58 – Building 1 (1962: Building 5), interior showing original mezzanine 

 
 

 
Figure 59 – Typical basement view under original 1962 buildings 
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Figure 60 – 1998 Boeing IMAX Theater and Exhibit Wing addition; interior looking north; theater on right 

 

 
Figure 61 – 1998 Boeing IMAX Theater and Exhibit Wing addition; interior looking southeast to Seattle 

Center grounds through windows on left 
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Figure 62 – 1993 north entry ticket kiosks 

 

 
Figure 63 – 1993 north entry ticket kiosks 
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Figure 64 – 1962 entry towers, pools, fountains 

 

       
Figure 65 – 1962 entry towers, custom pendant light, custom hardware 
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Figure 66 – 1962 custom petalled fountain 

 
 

 
Figure 67 – 1962 pebble aggregate at pool bottom 
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Figure 68 – 1962 wall separating pools 

 
 

 
Figure 69 – 1962 planters – tree rings 
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Figure 70 – 1962 custom planters  

 

 
Figure 71 – 1962 custom benches 
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Figure 72 – 1962 custom paving pattern (1 of 3) 

 
 

    
Figure 73 – 1962 recessed light fixtures in walks
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Figure 74 – 1962 walkways and railings 

 
 

 
Figure 75 – 1962 underside of tower platform
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Figure 76 – 1962 stairs and railings 

 
 

 
Figure 77 – 1962 porch at Building 5 (1962: Bldg 1)
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Figure 78 – Wall from 1962 West Exhibit Garden 

 
 

 
Figure 79 – Wall from 1962 West Exhibit Garden
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Figure 80 – 1962 West & East Exhibit Gardens  

 

 
Figure 81 – 1962 West or East Exhibit Gardens, (from US Science Exhibit final report, p.52) 
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Figure 82 – West elevation, Building 4 (1962: Building 2), showing garage entry and drive aisle 

 

 
Figure 83 – South elevation Building 4 (1962: Building 2) at left; west and south elevation Laser Dome 
(1962: Building 3) at middle and right; view from Pacific Science Center Parking Garage (not on site). 
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Figure 84 – Pacific Science Center Parking Garage (not on site; property line follows building face of 

original building), showing engagement with original retaining wall of Southwest Terrace.  Western portion 
of south elevation of Laser Dome visible upper left. 

 

 
Figure 85 – South elevation of Laser Dome (1962: Building 3) in background, with south retaining wall of 

Southwest Terrace in foreground. A temporary office trailer is visible under a wood canopy.  The steel 
walkway canopy structure dates to 1992-93 renovations to create a south entry at Denny Way.  
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Figure 86 – Detail, south elevation Building 3 (1962: Building R).  The steel walkway canopy structure 

dates to 1992-93 renovations to create a south entry at Denny Way. 
 

 
Figure 87 – South elevation of Building 4, Laser Dome, and Building 3 (left to right). The steel walkway 
canopy structure and large glazed bay dates to 1992-93 renovations to Building 3 (1962: Building R) to 
create a south entry at Denny Way. Railing and balcony at middle of picture is original to 1962 building. 
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Figure 88 – South elevation of Building 3 (1962: Building R), east part. The steel walkway canopy structure 

and large glazed bay dates to 1992-93 renovations. Railing and balcony at middle of picture, as well as 
glazed openings at and between arches are original to 1962 building. 

 

 
Figure 89 – South elevation of Building 3 (1962: Building R), central part. The steel walkway canopy 

structure and large glazed bay dates to 1992-93 renovations. Railing and balcony at middle of picture, as 
well as glazed openings at and between arches are original to 1962 building. 
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Figure 90 – South elevation of Building 3 (1962: Building R), at left, and south elevation of Building 2 (1962: 
Building 4) at right. The steel walkway canopy structure dates to 1992-93 renovations. Southeast Terrace 

retaining walls at lower right. 
 

 
Figure 91 – Southeast Terrace pebbled retaining walls in foreground; south and east elevations of Building 

3 (1962: Building R) at upper left; south elevation of Building 2 (1962: Building 4) at upper right. 
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Figure 92 – Detail, Raised viewing platform at south end of Central Courtyard.  West and south elevation of 
Building 1 at upper left, and west elevation of Building 2 at upper right. Base of the Space Needle is visible 

in center distance. 
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Figure 93 – Sanborn Fire Insurance map showing future United States Science Pavilion site, c. 1951 (at 

and south of intersection of John Street and 3rd Avenue N; compare to site plan) 
 
 

 






















