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] HARRED, CRUMPLED wreckage of the charter. bus carrying
the Spokane baseball team lies at the bottom ‘of a 500-foot chiff,
wing the crash that lulled eight of its 16 riders when it

crashed thru a g'.ua.rd“
SeafcBcmo phote. , T
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Spokane Ball
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Fatal Wreck

No evi
failure has been djsaovered by
investigators seekin giz the
cause of the disastrous bus ac-
cident in which eight’ Spokane
baseball players were killed
last night. A preliminary ex-
amination of the vehicle's
steering apparatus uncovered -
no defects, an official of the
Washington Motor Coach
eompany said this afternoon.
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BY JACK PYLE o . f
Death toll in the tragic |
-Snoqualrme '
rose-to eight at 12:40 o'clock |
afternoon with the pass-|
g of George Lyden, 22-year-
i tcher, hauled last night
from the wreckage with eriti-
cal head injuries and serious
burns.
|\ Seven other members of the;
i Spokane Western International
Teague team, one critically injured,
‘and: the driver of the bus re-
mained under hospital care today,
fafter their chartered bus crashed
lthru a eable-type guard rail and
tumbied 850 feet down g rocky

ambankment, -then b urst,a into
Ilames. three Imiles west of the
Snogualmie summit at 7:30 last
night.

The special bu.s carrying all but
Lhree members of the Spokane

\|'team, hurtled off the highway at,
|| the "3400-foot level of the moun- |

{'tain pass and ripped thru 100 Itw.l;l
lof guard rail before careening!
l'down the steep, muddy bank and!
‘bursting into flames.
The bus crashed to a stop [

- af the bottom of a ravine as

the injured scrambled from

windows and split sections.
‘. One of the players was hurled

thru the roof as the bus start-
I ed its fatal plunge. !
| Today state patrolmen who di-\
recied rescue operations thruout|
the night, still probed the bumed
wreckage, seeking the cause of |
the accident. Meanwhile, in Se-
attle, Coroner John P. Brill Jr,
waited to question the bus dr:ver
Glen "Berg, in critical condition
with sericus burns at Virginia'
-Ms.son hospital. H
' One version was that the bus, 1
‘out of control, had been off the
road for about 100 feet, knocking
down the heavy wooden ties of the
‘guard rail like bowling pins until,
it finally crs.shed rolling over the
gide of the clif

~Another was ‘that the bus at-
tempted to dodge an autnmobﬂe
that ‘was coming toward it on the'
wrong side of the highway, skidded
and crashed. -

-First on the scene was Nelson
1, Allen, a truck driver from Pros-
ser, Wash “who was driving east
at the time of the accident.

‘I saw the bus following a
,i,- car coming toward me.” Allen
| 'said, “Then, I happened to
“look left for a moment—and
| -when I looked ahead again, X
. saw the tail end of the bus
: going over the bank.

*1 stopped and ran to the place
‘where the ‘bus left the road and
saw it burst into flames at the
bottom 'of the cliff. Then I ran
to my truck and got a line and
‘tied: it to jone of the. remaining
Inosts (of- the esuard rail and let:

pass bus crash;-

Totorists stopped and.helped| |- father. DTSSR w Injured were:
bring the injured up the Tocky| | The father and son :.hﬂ.d unwrs.p- Chris Hartje, 30, San FI‘SHCISCO,
slope State patrolmen stationed ped two rifles whi ‘they had re- burns. critical.
at the summit hurried to the scene| |ceived from another/son, Robert, & Richard: Powers, 26, Oakhnd

iwhile extra detail of officers and
|coroner's -deputies rushed from
Seattle, _

Rescue. squads, led by state
patrolmen, roped: d'own the
slippery incline to the ﬂamlng
pyre with the aid ‘of ‘red
emergency .flares and spot-
lights which cast a garish
light over the tragic scene.
The fire burned until daylight,

when coroner's deputies and pa-
trolmen began removmg‘ the
bodies.

Hit-Run Death
Driver Soughf-

Boy, 4, Is Fatally = .
~ Injured by Mach’;lte ,-'

Police {oday seught a ‘hit-run!
driver’ who struck down’ and
fatally injured 4-year-old Kenneth!
Robert Romunseth in front of hia:
home, 3724 W, Holden strest at|
7:10 o'clock last night. |

Kenneth, son of Mr, and
Mrs, d4, E, Romunseth, died
upon arrival at West Seatfls
General hospital, The only !
description ‘of the death |
machine was that it was a
large two-toned colored auto-
mobile, dark blue and buff,

Hi§ death boosted fhe city's!

Y

fa.tallty mark to 43 for this year,!

KILI. ED
in City
Trafiic Since
January |

DON'T KILL THE 44TH

two less than at this time a year
ago. Seattle included, the King
county total is 79, compared to!
62 at the same time last year.

Neil W. Lane of 3716 W, Holden;
street,, told Traffic Investigator,
Lyle K. Leedle that he heard al
thud as he sat in his living room,
and when he looked up the car,
was speeding away and the young-
ster was lying in the street, Two
of the tiny victim's playmates,
Suzanne Langmead, 11, of 3811
‘W. Holden street, and Geraldine,
Fox, 10, of 3757 W. Austin street,
were nearby. They said that they
lheard the impact but did not see
the child struck. They saw the
car drive away.

The body waa taken to the
West Home chapel, 4400 Cali-
fornia avenue, for funeral seryice
arrangements.

Son's Souvenir
Rifle Kills Dad

Shot when a souvenir rifle held
by his son accidentally discharged
yesterday evening, Norman K.
Bouck, 45, of 6008 McKinley place,
died of his wounds today forenoon
at Harborview, King -county hos-
pital.
| Bouck, shot thru his hip,
| was taken to the hospital aft-

er the mishap occurred at his

home .at ' 6155 ‘o'clock yester-

day evening. His son, James, 24,

told Detective Its, Leo P.

- |smash the other driver.

Bamler and R. H, Stark that

. mimm mvnsmadnine . 20 asiihow

sailor. One gun was a Japanes
'rifle and the other a carbine. The
father set the Japanese gun in a}
corner and prepared to sit downi
for dinner. N

I slipped & shell into the gun
and tried to close the bolt, but I
gueéss I did something wrong and
the gun fired,” James told detec-
tives,

The youth called for an ambu-
lance and: summoned police, I“
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| SWERVING 10
AVOID OTHER

ball team of the Western In-

ternational League, died in
Harborview County Hgspltal
this afternoon, raising to
eight the death toll in. last|
night’s crash of a chartered
bus in Snoqualmie Pass.

_An unidentified automobile
|driver was blamed by surviv-
ors for the crash, in which the
bus driver and seven other|
' baseball players were hurt.

Survivors said - the bus driver|
swerved to avoid a collision with/
| the automobile. The bus crashed:
through 'a guard rail about T:30
o'clock, rolled 300 feet down a|
rocky embankment and  burned.| |
The fire did not burn out until|
after midnight.

The accident was 2.9 miles west|
of the Summit.

“I saw the "headlights coming
toward us on the wrong side as we!
‘curved downhill,” Levi McCormack;;
33-year-old Spokane outfielder and;
| former Seattle Rainier player, sald|
 today at Harborview County Hos-|
pital,

“The road was slippery. Our.
Idrhrer applied his brakes. Wel
| swerved . across the road into thel
| guard rail. We went through. We

went down. - I've never heard such‘
hell.

“Y don't know 'why we didn’t

have been better.”

man,
statement.

“I saw the hghts coming,” Ge-
raghty said. “The car was on the
WIOng side. We either tried to miss
it or skidded. I don't know. I
:vinf;' out a window too quickly to

ell.
Dead Identified

The dead, in addition to Lyden,:
were jdentified by Coroner John
P. Brill, Jr., as:

Mel Cole, team manager.

Robert Kinnaman, former Wash-!
ington State College pitcher, ﬁ'om
Brooklyn, Pacific County.

Robert James, Tempe, Ariz,

George C. Risk, 27, an infielder

,from Hillsboro, Or.
Frederick T. Martinesz,

fielder from San Diego.

an in-

head and spine injuries, sermus

Chief Levi McCormack, 33, Spo-
kane, head injury, serious,

Erwin Konopka, 26, Moscow, head
injuries, serious.

Peter Barisoff, 20, Los Angeles,
minor hurts.

Benjamin Geraghty, 31, Spnka.ne,
broken knee.

Glenn Berg, 24, Spb‘ks.ne, driver
of the bus, severe burns on arms,
body and legs. He was taken to
VirginiaiMason: Hospital.

After ‘an all-night drive from
Spokane, Mr. and Mrs. A, E. Berg,
parents of the driver, reached their
son’s bedside this forenoon. Berg

‘verely that he was unable to see

It mjzht!

‘Ben Geraghty, 31, second base-|
corroborated McCormack’

Robert Paterson, San Francisco.!

was bruised and burned so se-

is parents or hear their words of|
amfort. !

A four-way investigation was
aunched -this forenoon by federal,
tate, county and transportation
(ficials.

The deaths ra!sed King County’s
raffic toll to 79 this Year, com-
m‘ed to 62 at-this time last year.

“The big bus sheared off heavy
oncrete  guardrail - - strung
¥ith heavy cable for.g%distance of
nore than 100 feet before i Tolled|
%ver the hill. :

So steepdvas the slope that mo;e
ihan 30 state patrolmen, coronier's

epities. and voluntéers were un-
El:.le to remove, sixtbeof the dead
,mtll special , Jghting equipment
~as rushed from Olympia.

Two state patmlmqn. 0. C. Fur-
jeth and H. R. Ferguson, were
njured by rolling' rocks mot far
from the wreckage as they were
aiding. im - transporting -a& body on

£y heavy “trolley” - cable strung
'rnm the highws}.
R oth were frappea beneath

boulders nearly-ten minutes be-
fore other workers could free
them, Both escaped serious injury.

Furseth said Darwin (Gus) Hall-
wourg of Boston walked up the hill
with assistance of other state pa-
trolmen and hitch-hiked a ride to
Ellensburg, where he was admit-
ted to ahospital suffering; from
burns on his pitching hand and,
arms.

So violent was the pitching mo-
‘jon of the bus that one victim was
wurled 120 feet through a dense
hicket beyond where the bus
stopped and burned, Brill said. |
Ye gied instantly.

One body, found almost beneath
‘he hood of the bus, was burned
yeyond recognition.

Notified late last night of the
tragedy by Sam Collins, owner of
the Spokane ball club, Roscoe
(Torchy) Torrance, vice prestdentl
of the Seattle Rainiers, drove to |
the scene and kept a night-long|
vigil untll the bodies were re--
moved, )

Dawn was breaking and a cold
rain was falling ss the first body
was hauled up the trolley way,
guided by, mud-smeared, weary
state patrolmen.

The patrol said some 200 vehicles
were delayed near the scene while
the highway-was held open’ for six
emergency vehicles used to trans-
port the injured. Even hearses
were pressed into service.

Throughout the night patrolmen
guided heavily laden i{rucks and
trailers and gasoline transports at
snail’s pace through the maze of
stand-by vehicles,

Burns Five Hours

Hundreds of curiosity seek/ers
!stood in the cold and rain 'to ask
,questlons and then.depart; shak-
!ing their heads. The bus fire
burned about five hours, casting a
flickering - light on still forms
strewn about on- the ground

AY .

other i ;lmx
area m%utﬁg\'&" R :

~ Ganes @nueelad o
i The Spokane T}ayers were ‘en

|route to Bremerton to play a seven-
gamesseries with the Bremérton
Bluej ts, with
sch for tonig i
Rﬂber‘t " Abel, Tacoma, presldent-
|of the league, announced all league ! -
|games scheduled tonight have been |
|canceled in homage to the victims.
! The . 3-and-0 Club of Seattle
-qffered to gather a team of semi-
iprofessionals to play exhibition
'‘games for the Spokane club until
a teamn can be organized. The
Bremerton series has been canceled.

SAN DIEE0 CALL
SAVES LOHRAE

Three members of the Spokane

Baseball Club escaped the tragedy|
which befell their team mates
when a chartered bus went over
.ah embankment on Snoqualmie
Pass last night, -
; Jack® Lohrke, third baseman,
stdrted from Spokane'in the bus
but was called off at Ellensburg
by a télegram notifying him to re-
port “at once” to the San Diego
Coast League team. Lohrke re-
turned to Spokane to take a planel
south.

Two others players, Miit Cadmha
and Joe Faria, accomp@nied by
their wives, drove fyom Spokane
to- ;»Bremerton in a private auto-
e cile.

Fruck Driver

Tc-:’ls of Aid
In Bus Crash

In ¢ ﬁramatic eyewitness ac-
count, Nelson I Allen of Prosser
told today how a 21-passenger bus
plunged 300 feet down a mountain-
side in Snogualmie Pass and burned | '
last evening, killing seven men and
injuring eight.

Allen, a truck driver, was first
on the scene and reached the bus
in time to drag two injured men
fhom beside the bumming vehicle
apd beat out flames on the clothing
Jof a third,

Allen:veached the bus by lower-
ing himself down the boulder-
strewn mountainside on a rope he
fastened to a guard rail. He was
followed oclosely by Glenn Spenger,
‘of Yakima and Alexander Kuz-
moski, 910 17th Ave. N., who alsoi
witnessed the tragedy. d

Too Hot for Rescue :

“I rigged up a line to get down
the hill as quickly as I could,” Allen
said. “Two men were lying right
beside it and I dragged them away.,
There were other people in the bus!
and I could hear them’ screaming
but I couldn’t get close enough to
get them out. It was too hot.

“Some of them crawled out and
one fellow was on fire, so I beat
out the flames.” X

Spencer said . when he reached
the scene two ofi the men were
lying some 25 feet from the bus.|
A third was sitting on a rock moan-
ing: “My buddy! He’s in there!”

Clothing Afire

Clothes on foup: other vmtnns
was burning, Spender said, and he '
helped Allen beat out the flames
and attempted to give first aid.

‘“There was another fellow there’

whose back seemed to be broken,”’
Spencer added. He kept moaning,
‘Don't touch my back! Don't move
‘me" and another fellow was sit-
‘ting on a rock sort of sobbing and:
crying for someone to help the
others 1 i

P. JUN 25 1946

BHBY FOUND
DEAD IN CAR

Lying face down in his bassinet
in the back seat of his parents’
automoblle, a two-month-old baby,
Harold Curtis Stevens, was found
dead yesterday.

The boy’s parents, Mr. and Mrs.: |
Harold Lee Stevens, who live in an|
lauto court at 9801 Aurora Ave.,|
'told deputy sheriffs the infant had
been ill and they had placed him
:in the basket about two hours be-
‘fore he was found. l

Sheriff’s Capt. Bruce Temple ard
Deputy E. H. (Dick) Barden

the ﬂrst game

. I'worked over the baby with an in-

ihalator for aboutran kour. Their
efforts proved futile.

‘Deputies of Coroner John P. Brill
Jr. reported ' death probably wais
caused by ‘an enlarged thymus
_gland rather t];a_r} by suffocation.

|




. A1IMIED

DEATH

STAK yun 25 1995

MOUNTAIN TRAGEDY CLAIMS HUGE TOLL OF VICTIMS

SLIPPING on dripping rocks in a pouring rain, state patrolmen
and sheriff’s deputies laboriously haul one of the unidentified vic-
tims of the bus tragedy up-. the steep slopes of Snaqulmie pass,
using a cable to keep the body off the rocks.—Star-Acme photo.

g

DOCTORS, FEARING that Richard Powers, Spokane ball play-
er, has a fractured meck, have placed his head in a special brace.
He is shown above on his bed at Harborview hospital. He is =
member of the ball team which went over a precipice in a bus

tragedy on Snoqualmie pass last night, kifling and injuring many.

__JUN 25 1946

BUS AMONG’rREEsFERNS

BY NELSON I. ALLEN
As Told to the United Press
SNOQUALMIE PASS — (UP)—
'm a truck driver from Prosser,
Wash. I was driving my truck

‘|east about 7:30 o’clock last night
:|three miles below the

summit
when I saw the bus coming.
There was a drizzle of rain
and I glanced at the rear-view
mirror after meeting the bus.
When I locked back, I saw the
rear end of the bus going over
the clitf. I stopped quick.
I ran to the place where I saw
it Ieave the road and watched it
still rolling down the hill, It was
on.fire, It came to a stop at the
bottom of the ravine with a sick-
ening crash.
I ran back to my truck and got
a rope and tied a line to a post
and lowered myself down the bank
as fast as I could. I was jumpy
and skinned my hands getting
down there.
When 1 got to the bottom, I saw
two bodies sprawled mnear the
wreck. They were on fire, but I
got them away and put the flames
out. They were both dead.

By that time, some other fel-

ALL-NIGHT VIGIL was spent at Harborview hospital by Roscoe
(Torchy) Torrance of the executive staff of the Seattle Raini
who checked the rising death toll of members of the Spokane West-
ern International league ball club, victims of a bus disaster on
Snoqualmie pass. ‘Torrance here is shown checking over a roster
of the team with Ole Anderson, ambuiance driver, who brought
several of the victims to the hospital.

Truck Driver, First at Scene
Of Bush Crash, Tells Grim Story

ers,

lows came down the hill on my
rope.
They yelled “What happened?”

but I was so excited I didn't
answer.
It was sure terrible. Some

of the guys from the bus had

crawled out or were thrown

out and one of them was Iay-

ing there moaning. s

Other people were screaming in-
side the bus, but I was unable to
reach them because of the fire.
I helped as many as possible until
assistance came.” -

I'll never forget trying to save,
those two guys but found I was,|
too late. : !

_Here's List of
Crash Victims

i  The dead in the Snoqualmie bus

‘accident were identified today b

‘Cordner John P. Brill Jr., as fol-

lows:

Victor Pecetti, 19, first baseman,

San Francisco, unmarried.

George Risk, 23, shortstop, Hills-

boro, Ore., married .
Fred Martinez, 23, right fielde
- San Diego.
Mel Cole, 25, catcher-manage
- Sacramento, married.
Bob Patterson, 23,

y

T,
|

|
T,

outfielder, |

| (teammates and

| |dived out the window.”

| Missing Pitcher Is

. ifated Spokane squad were not on

Ball Club Co-Owner

“Bob el
| pe, Ariz. B g
|" George Lyden, 22, pitcher, Ten-
I'sed, Ida.

The injured and eondition, ac-
cording to Harboxview, King coun-
|ty hospital officials: :
| Chris Hartje, 30; ‘catcher, San
{Francisco, married, Critical with
{first and second dégree burns.

Glen Berg, 24, Spokane, driver
of the' ill-fated bus;%eritical with
serious burns in Virginia Mason
hospital, & ]

Ity Konopka, 26, catcher, Mos-|
(cow, Ida., unsatisfactory wifh headl
| injuries. !

Levi McCormack, 33, left field-|
er, Lapwai, Idd. unmarried. Un-
satisfactory with head injuries.
| Benjamin Geraghty, 31, second

factory with head cuts.

kane, satisfactory with minor in-
juries.

Richard Powers, 26, pitcher,
Spokane, unsatisfactory with head
injuries. i

Gus Hallbourg, pitcher, San
Francisco, married, minor injuries.

3 PlayérS Not
On Death Trip

Found in Ellensburg

Only three members of the ill-

the bus when it crashed last night
claiming the lives of eight of their
i injuring seven
others. T
-Jack Lohrke, third base-

' man, recalled yesterday by
| San Diego, left the bus at El-
lensburg yesterday afternoon
to board a train for Cr!ifornia.

Pitchers Milt Kadinka, 24, and
Joe Faria, 25, drove to Bremerton
with their wives in private auto-
mobiles.
| Reported missing for some time,
Pitcher Gus Hallbourg, turned up
in Ellensburg having hitched a
ride there instead of coming to al
Seattle hospital. Receiving only
minor cuts and bruises, Hallbourg
iwas one of the least injured in
|the crash. ’ {

“I had just looked around
and rémarked to Bob Kenni-
man that this would be a ter-
rible place to go off the road,”
“Hallbourg said, “Just about
that time, the bus crashed
thru the rail,

“I saw a big sheet of ffame, and
ithe bus started rolling over, top-
‘pling down the hillside. i

“Flames were pouring out ot
the bus, and the fellows were
{thrown out and strewn all over
Ithe hillside. When I recovered
jconsciousness at the bottom, I

Hallbourg said the only persons
[he_ saw after he recoversd con-
|sciousness were Lyden Konopka
tand McCormack,
) Benjamin Geraghty, who

was takén to King county

Harborview hospital said he

remembered the bus. toppling

over the cliff and starting its
downward roll

“I went thru the window—
flames and all,” Geraghty said.
“Then, the next thing I remem-|.
bered, I was climbing up the hill
towa{)d the highway. I don't re-
member anything after going thru
the window," e %

Plans Flight Here

SPOKANE—(UP) — Mrs, Joyce
Collins Galles, one of the owners
of the Spokane Western Interna-
tional league baseball team, will
leave here today by plane for Se-
attle to make funeral arrange-
ments for the eight teamn mem-
bers killed in a bus crash in Sno-|
qualmie pass last night. J

Mrs. Galles will be a.ccomps.m'ed|
by Mrs. Ben Geraghty, wife of!
the second baseman who was one
of the victims, |

Mrs., Gus Hallbourg, whose hus-
band is in the Ellensburg hospi-‘
tal, also will leave today to be
with her husband.

The team is owned by Sam Col-
lins and his two daughters, Mrs.
Galles and Mrs. Marjorie Pyle.

baseman, Livingston, N. J,, satis-i

Peter Barisoff, 20, pitcher, Spo-|
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Fatal

bus

—The smashed wreckage of the char-
tered bus in which seven Spokane ball- |

players were killed when it pl d off the lder of a t i
high on Snoqualmie Pass is shown still burning where it came

nznz SEVEN DIED

Intelligencer. (Additional pictu

e

Post-Intelligencer staff photographer, where it
halted astride a log after hurtling 300 feet down
the slope. All but one of the victims were Spo-
kane baseball team players,

RAGING HOLOGAUST—-?;HI burning fierce:

; ) . e chartered
B‘us that plunged off Snoqualmie Highway last
night with a toll of seven dead and nine injured,

“is shown in this remarkable picture by Ken Harris,

\ B

Crash Wreckage |

to rest after rolling into canyon. For this timely p.holf_ogrnph, made
after a hazardous climb down the dangerous mountainside, John Bul«
lard of 10317 Stone Ave., Seattle, receives $25
res on back page.)

S SRR

L

from t_bc Post-

P.L

Luch——Whﬂe others were
o killed eor badly
hurt, Peter Barisoff, shown here
on arrival at’ tht'_'\’hosﬁiﬂ, e
eapeﬂ_i.vrig!: bmiu_!’_s_.'_v 3 ik

JUN 25 1946 |

An ambulance load of t}'l Snoqualmie Pass bus

" SURVIVORS—

erash victims who escaped fyith their lives, though
some of them were seriotisly hurt, is shown' being unloaded upon

. arrival at the Snoqualmie Hospital. The staff of the small hospital

" performed yeoman service in giving emergency treatment. (Story

on Page 1.)

2

" Eyewitness
- Describes
Crash Scene

(Following is the eye-witness ac-

attle photographér found when he
lowered himself by rope last night
into the canyon where seuen died
i the flaming erash of a Seattle-
bound chartered bus loaded with
baseball players. The picture he
de is on Page 1.) i
By John Bullard
As Told to a Post-Intelligencer Reporier

I have “covered’ many tragic ac
cidents, "taking pictures for the
state patrol, but never have I seen
anything like I saw tonight. It
was like a nightmare—the smaghed
bus burning in the ¢anyon and the
rain slatting down and the moun-
taing looming around.

It was one hour from the time
I heard the word of the crash on
a police radio out on Aurora Ave.
until I arrived at the scene where

ing and into the canyon. The
splintered guard rail still lay 1here,

canyon could be seen siill bum-
= fiercely. Traffic was at a halt
a 1+iir from the scene; so the
i Whower in and out.
e - bostgay TV = RV
wes had ; | i
i the gueard wadt - L Bu.g s
ithe siecp slope of tue mountain-
.side to vithin about 75 feet of the
bus, “00 feet helow. 1 took my
vamera in ome hand, used my coat
-lh'ke_ a glove to keep the rope from
jburning my other hand as I slid
down, and started for the wreck.
« A forest service man went with
me. We had to inch our way down,
to keep from starting an avalanche
of rocks. All the way down we
passed baggage strewn along the
mountainside by the bus as it
turned over and over.

We saw three bodies, scattered
in the brush where they had been
flung from the falling wreckage.
Parts of the bus lay strewn along
the way also, where they had been
torn off ‘as it tumbled .down.

At the bottom we found the
smashed ruins of the bus, still
blazing furiously, with state patrol-

[ 3
Wil ner = o

~—(Picture by John M. (Hack) Miller,
-

count of the scene of disaster a Se-|.

the bus had gone through the rail-|

and down below in the dark of the|

ppmiisiy

B-—-Vic Picetti, first

KELLE baseman, who lost

his life in the Snoqualmie Pass
bus tragedy. Picture made while
he was with the San Franciseo
Missions

men and
ing the
earth, OtH
the brush

iforest service men fight-
ifire with shovelfuls of
ers were looking through

for bodies of the miss-
ing.
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In Bus Accident

Following is the complete “casualty list on the €
§=land injured in the bus disaster on the Snoqualmie Pass H
il way last night. All injured are in"King County Hosy
except where otherwise indicated. « =
N The Dead
(IDENTIFIED) i
VIC PICETTI, former Oakland
ballplayer, dead on arrival at King
County Hospital. « |
GEORGE C: RISK, 27, an infield-
er from Hillshoro, Ore. . .
| FREDERICK T, MARTINEZ, an
. | infielder from San Diego, Calif.
| ! (UNIDENTIFIED)
i | (The following four names are
! |those of the four players known to'
[ be on the bus who were not among
the ‘injured survivers. Four bodies
were burned beyond recognition.)
Manager Mel Cole of Wenatchee,
Bob Kinnaman, a pitcher from
Brooklyn, Wash, -
Qutfielder Bob James, Tempe,
Ariz, . AL
Qutfielder Bob Patterson,
| iFrancisco. 2
' The Injured - _
Chief Levi McCormack, former
Seattle ballplayer, head injury
condition fair.
* Richard '‘Powers, Oakland, Calif,,
severe head injuries, possible
broken neck, condition fair,,
George Lyden, head injuries,
first degree burns, condition poor.
Erwin Konapki, -Moscow, Tdalio;
head injury, condition fajr, King
County.Hospital. . e
| | Benjamin Garaghty, Spokane,
| | head lacerations, King County Hos-
pital. He. played for Sacramento
earlier this season and last year
‘was with the Indianapolis ball club.
: el kR
His home is in New Jersey, =
! SRR i .Glen C. Berg, 24, Spokane, driver
Trapped beneath a heavy boulder when it tum- ! ;;l of tha bus, bad burns, condition
bled over during recovery of the bodies, State Pa- critical, Virginia Mason Hospital.
trol Sergt. 0. C. Furseth received- first aid. Peter Barisoff,. Spokane, treated
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AT SCENE-iE WRECK .- PATROLMAN

P T e e

INJURED

San

i o o

#nxiously ‘waiting for State Patrolmen to finish erecting a portable floodlighting
systein for recovering six bodies on the mountainside, Roscoe .(Tﬂrpchy) T:n:l:oe s(lia‘ﬁtl'.),
vi ident of the Seattle and Coroner John P. Brill, Jr., watched the task.
> e 5 =

Car Plummets

Ft., Then Bursts

; L JUN 25 1926
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“Into Flaming Pyre

Nine Injured. in
Wreckage

Seven baseball players
were killed last night in
the spectacular ¢rash of a
specially chartered Wash-
ington Motor Coach Com-
pany bus which rolled
down a 300-foot. bank near
the summit of Snoqualmie
Pass Highway and burst

which cast a garish light over
the scene of horror.

of them members of the
Western International League
Spokane baseball team, en
route to play in. Bremerton
today, were injured, some of
them critically,

Bodies of Four Others

intn flames.

Taken F rom Charred Bus

Tha Anivan Af 4ha Laen M.

by a drizzling rain, roped |
down the muddy bank to the.
bottom of the ravine with tha'
aid of flickering red -emer=
gency flares and spotlights!

Eight other passengers, all

also- critically injured.

The identified dead were.
Vie Picetti, former Qakland
ballplayer; George C. Risk,
27, Hillsboro, Ore., and Fred-
erick T. Martinez, San Diego..
. The bodies of four other
men were brought up from.
the charred remains of the
bus: They could not be im-
mediately identified, but a
check against the known pas-

|senger list and the names of

injured 1eft the following as
missing and presumed to be’
the four unidentified: Man-
ager Mel Cole of Wenatchee;
Bob Kinnaman, Brooklyn,
Wash.; Bob James, Tempe,
Ariz., and Bob Patterson, San
Francisco. - .

King County Coroner John
Brill Jr. was at the scene to,

take charge of the bodies anfdi

-aid in the investigation. Sa

Pitching off the highway
suddenly, for an as yet unex-l
plained reason, the bus was
smashed into a mass of Wreckage
and _burst: into flame as it rolled
over and over sideways down- the|

‘Seattle, and Glénn Spencer, Yaki-

| The accideént.oceurred about 7:30
_-‘g].itm..r'hn&-mﬂe west of the sum-

A scene of wild destruction and
(death greeted rescuers who madef
|their way down to thé flaming bus.

‘Bodies were scattered ‘at inter-
vals' on the hillside, and one was
found 100 feet beyond the bus, Thef
wheels and axle were torn off 150
feet down the slope and part of
a ‘door 75 feet from the highway.|
Baggage was:hurled in all diree
tions. :

One hundred and fifty autos and}
trucks weye delayed at the scene|
by state patrolmen. They directed
traffjc through one.lane at a time.
C. E. Anderson was the first state
patrolman te arrive, g

Soon’ about- 20 emergency cars,
including the coroner's hearse,
staie patrol and sheriff's cars and
five ambulanees, had arrived.,

Al Kuzmoski, 910 17th Ave. N,

ma, driving east on the highway,
were only 200 yirds away when
they .saw the bus suddenly. leave
the highway, ' ' ST
< ¥l just saw the tail end of the
bus. disappearing down the |
slope,” -Kuzmoski sajd. “We. l
stopped at-the edge and saw the !
bus roi{ling ‘over and over,.
straight down.

“Spencer and 1 climbed down
the steep slope. When we got to
the burning bus wreckage, some
of the passengers were crawling
out,” :
Clarence Toner of Bremerton

was another of those who arrived
soon after the sickening erash and
helped out the injured. Others were

Ed Haller of Kirkland, driver of

another Washington Motor Coach

Company bus, and Nelson I Allen

of Prosser, truck driver.

“l was about 1,000 feet away
when the bus pitched over the
bank,” said Allen. “| took a
small line off my truck and roped
down to the wreckage. The driv-
er of the wrecked bus, Glen C.
Berg of Spokane, was one of the
first victims hauled up to the
road, Every man in the wrecked
bus seemed to be burned or have

. some kind of injury,” ~ o
Allen dragged two injured men

‘out of the flaming bus,
© “l heard guys screaming in-

- side,”- he said. “| tried to go
back In, but the flames were too
ho:." A couple came walking
out,

3 PLAYERS ESCAPE

Investigators at the scene report-
ed the wrecked bus was a rather
small, 25-passenger affair know
a8 a “jeep bus.” )

A pitcher for the Spokane club,
named Candini, and another pitch-
er whose name was .not immniedi-
ately learned, escaped the accident
as they were traveling in a private
car. Iigother who escaped was
Jack rke, who left the bus at
Ellensbirg and returned to Spo-
kane, according to the Associated
Press.

Viclims were given emergency
‘treatment at North Bend and at
Snoqualfhie Falls Hospital -and
brought to Seattle in the ambu-
lances. )

for cuts and bruises and released

from King County Hospital. '

. Chris Hartje, 30, Spokane, bad

‘burns; condition critical. |
Darwin Hallbourg, pitcher, of

Buséon; taken to an Ellensburg

hospital.

= iy

| Bus Plunge

| Surviver

| ‘Lucky’
ELLENSBURG, June 24—(AP),

—A member of thé Spokane base-.

‘ball team who survived a crash of

the club’s chartered bus in the

1Cascade Mountains fonight said
lafter being brought here:
“Men were scattered alls over
the hill.” Y ]
| He is Gus Hallbourg, a right-
|handed pitcher. With a burned!
right hand and burns about.-the!

arms, he said: j

“] guees | was- one of the |
lucky ones.” - 3
| Hallbourg added:

[ “I turned to Bob Kinnaman .
and said, ‘This would be a hell-:
of a place to go aver, wouldn’t '
it?" | turned back and we were '

| going through the fence. }

“The bus caught fire almost

- right away as it rolled down, It

must have been about 500 feet

down. You could see the rocks |
of the hillside flying past as we '
rolied. | rode her clear to the.
bottom. ; ;
“l guess | was knocked uncon-
scious for a bit when we landed, !
When | came to, the inside of the |
bus was all flames. | dove out |
through a window.” ' {
He said rescuers from the high-i

‘way helped him back up the steey|

slope and “when I left the bus it|

was just ashes.” .4

iPlaYef'SayS_Q ]
~ 'I'Was Lucky'

| Ben Garaghty, 31, second base-
‘man for the Spokane baseball club;
{said he was lucky., .
© " W} was thrown right out a win-
~dow as the bus turned over,” he
said as he lay on a stretcher at
' King County Hospital, “' took
| the window frame right with me.

“l remember flying out the

! window, but | must have been
| knocked out because | don't re-
member landing,
“When | came to, | had lost a.
lot of blood and felt pretty weak
but | got up on my feet and
walked back up that hill. | don't
remember about the wreck right
now, | just know | went back
- up that hill.” ¥

Suffering head and knee in-
juries, Garaghty was taken.to
surgery to bave a scalp laceration
treated. ] A

“Pve got a wife and three kids
in Spokane;” he said, “I guess
I’'m pretty lucky to ecome out
alive.”




An
Dead, |

¥
ants

pight. :

- #This man is dead,™:a white-
clad doctor murmured after a
swift inspection.

“lt's Vie, the best player on
the club,” sighed Pete Barisoff,
burly young catcher, Tears
welled In his eyes and rolled
down his begrimed face. -

#Tag this one for surgeryl”
the doctor ordered, bending over
a second stretcher. Orderlies
wheeled George Lyden, 22, pitch-
" er, to a waiting elevator.

INJURED ROLL IN

In ambulapces and even in &
hearse, the injured Spokane ball
players arrived from. the tragic
‘scene where, their chartered bus
plunged down a Shoqualmie Pass
cliff to destruction.

Nurses hurriedly, took snatches
of information from those who
could talk—name, home telephone
number. Three physicians made
preliminary diagnoses, then.sent
;-tl_m accident victims to surgery or
X-ray. ]

L

B S

U S
ulances
njured From Bus

| ; ; By Fergus Hoffman

- With calm swiftness, orderlies and ambulance attend-
lifted the stretchers from the ambulances and rolled
them into the King County Hospital emergency ward last

placed long distance calls to homes|
up and down the coast.

of the Seattle Rainiers, arrived to
represent the Spokane Western

{.In an office beside the stretcher-

e

CRASH _wcﬂ_“-—sw;ihed tn bandagés, Chief Levi McCormack
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Bring in

——

lined hallway, a clerk calmly

“Yes, King County Hospital in
Seattle; Washington . ., . Your
husband is in fair condition . , »
your son suffered a possible
broken shoulder—he's doing as
well as can be expected . ..”

At regular intervals the emer-
gency telephone rang and the
nurse answered, then said quietly:

“State Patrol reports another
ambulance inbound crossing the
floating bridge.” Orderiies went
to the door to wait.

Roscoe Torrance, vice president

International League Club.
“There's Vic Picetti, voted the
most promising young player on |
the Coast last year,” he said. "]
can’t account for six others.,”
The state patrol accounted for
them.
They were dead, too.

I who suffered a head injury when the bus i
which he anld -other Spokane baseball players were ried';ng ;lu:.lge‘:s
down 300 feet in Snoqualimije Pass, is shown at King County Hospi-

tal wilh Aa_‘nbulance Driver R_'sy No‘b]g. a-—tPn!iI-[r;tplllxcnm Photns.}

Bottom Fell From Under Us, |
Says Survivor of Accident

last night, killing seven Spokane |
baseball players and injuring eight.
other players and the driver.

One was Pete Barisoff 20, a
pitcher from Los Angeles. The,

‘26-year-old University of Idaho!
|athlete and Spokane catcher.
| Konopka was gravely hurt. Baris-,
loff had come through lucky. His|
|nose was scratched and one ankle'
\was chipped. |
| “T was lucky,” Barisoff said to-!
jday at Harborview County Hos-;
ipital. “So was Irv. I got him!
out. If Pd been hurt as bad as'
he was we both would have cooked
{in the fire. . !
“Y was asleep in back of the bus

[when it happened. A lurch woke||
I blinked at the lights!,
wny1't0 play pro football with the De-'
un-

ime up.
| scattering all over the
.Then the bottom fell out
Ider wus. I heard the
screaming ‘and yelling.
sinking miles an hour,
jumping off a 10-story building.

“L think we Trolled

e were

5 we fell.

Only two men remained in the|dows.
ghattered bus when it crashed going down because I came to!
against the rock-littered foot of an hearing a small voice growing big-|
embankment in Snoqualmie Pass: ger.

of the bus! My back’s busted! Get
mel’

wormed back through the wreck
other was big, bulky Irvin Konopka, jfor Irv.
or so.

!!pulled him another 25 yards and
put him behind a rock to keep him
safe.
explode.”

dest |

1

was like:
! | acknowledged.

I must have passed out

It was Konopka yelling.

“He cried, ‘Get me! I'm in back

“] shook my dizzy head and

He's terribly heavy, 225
I dragged him .out and

I expected the ‘gas’ tank to

Barisoff, chubby and round-
faced, sat up in bed. He was bare
to the waist. .

“I don’t know why this had to
happen to us,” he said sadly, “We
were getting along swell. ~ Now
|we’re shot. Half the team’s dead
‘and the rest won’t play for = long
time,

“Poor ol' Konopka was signed

troit Lions this fall. He won't.”
A nurse came in with telephoned
regards from a Seattle girl.
“Yeah, I know her,” Barisoff

Bob Kinnaman. He's dead.” |
Rarisnff said his wife and babwv!

STAR
Spokane Wil

Despite Tragic Wreck'

“She's Bob's si.I_‘I._'
‘Oakland

(Spokane, was o naves -
Five in Harborview' .
Five of the surviving members
'of the wreck-riddled Spokane base-
ball team lay this forenoon in' a
seventh-floor ward at Harborview.;
George: Lyden, 22, pitcher, was
in an oxygen tent, suffering from
burns on the face and chest and
head and face lacerations. Next
|to him lay Konopka, wearing a
|brace on his neck and shoulders.
| Against the opposite wall lay,
|Dick Powers, 26, pitcher, victim,
of a possible neck {fracture and1
“head injuries.
| Powers had shouted all night
|long. His team mates kept calling |
;to him, telling him to take it easy.|
| Some of their comments were
‘from the ball diamond, the old|
i phrases of encouragement to pitch-
| ers—“Come on, boy” . . . “Slow it
jup” ., . “Bear down, Diclk.”
¢ Chief Levi McCormack, one-time
|Seattle Rainier outfielder, lay be-
itween Powers and Ben Geraghty.
The stoical .Indian’s nose had
been broken and he had face and
.head lacerations. Levi lay on his
side. He spoke quietly to Geraghty.
!  Family in Spokane

Geraghty, whose wife and three
children are in Spokane, ran a hand
lightly over the wrappings on his
head. One thumb was bandaged.
He sajd he had a fractured knee.
“It doesn't seem real to wake up
in a hospital,” Geraghty said. “It
isn't clear to me yet what hap-
pened. Everything went so fast.
“You know those aluminum
frames around bus windows? I shot
out as we rolled downhill and when
I stopped rolling I was wearing a
frame on my neck. I looked down
at the bus, a hundred feet below.
It was burning. I felt like hell.” J
Geraghty has been in professional|

|

PETER
BARISOFF

BEN
GERAGHTY

:
i
i
|
|
1

ball 11 years, He was with Brook-
lyn in 1936, laid off in 1937, played
‘with Trenton, N, J., in 1938, signed !
with Washington the next vear but!
didn't report due to 'a salary dis-|
agreement, went to. the Boston/
Braves for three years, then tol
Syracuse, Indianapolis, Sdacramento |
and on to Spokane this year, His
,home is at Livingston, N. J. ‘]'

-—
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TACOMA, Wasl}._—(UP)—]
Spokane will “definitely” re-
main in the Western Interna-
tional baseball league despite the
bus wreck that killed seven play-
ers and injured eight others,
league President Robert B. Abel
zaid here today.

“It’s too early to tell how, but
we will reorganize the Spokane |
Indians somehow,"” Abel said.

He added he would confer with
Sam Collins, owner of the Indians,
either in Seattle or Spokane later
'today to map tentative plans to
meet the emergency.

“Naturally, there is no league
‘yule to cover such a situation,”
he commented. 3 i

“In any case, the remaining)
Jeague teams will play as sched-;
uled,” he said after hasty tele-|
phone conversations with all]
league owners.

He said Bremerton, against
whom Spokane was to have opened '
‘s series in the navy yard city.
tonight, would remain idle this,
‘week "until we have a chance to|
gather up loose ends and make!
definite plans.” |

« ® ¥ l§

Following is a list of the dead
and injured ball players, with a
brief summary of their diamond
careers:

The dead:

Bob Kinnaman, 28, Brooklyn,
Wash., pitcher. Starred for Wash-
ington State College in 1936, 1937,
1939. Went to Twin Falls of the
‘Pioneer league in 1939 and pitched
for Spokane in 1940 and 194L
Joined the army and saw service
in England, France and Germany.
‘Served overseas for 29 months
‘Guring his four years in the army.
Joined Oakland in Pacific Coast
jeague this spring and optioned
to Spokane, .

Bob Paterson, 23, San Francis-
go, Cal., outfielder. Started with
zdaho Falls, Idaho, in the Pioneer

eague and played for one Year.
Joined the coast guard in which
he served three years. Signed with|
in the Pacific Coast

[ L7 SacTan
'-é‘é.tcg‘er«!g a‘ma!' !'gei'.' Pl -
coma in 1938, Wenatchee in 1938-
{1940 in the Western International
Jeague., Enlisted in the navy and;
played with the Pasco, Wash,, Fli-|
jers. Served 19 months overseas.
Discharged in October, 1945.

\Widow survives at Spokene, iy

George Risk, 23, Hillsboro, Ore.,
‘®hortstop. Graduated Pacific uni-|
versity in Oregon. Entered army.

'in 1942, discharged in 1945. Sta-| |
itioned for three years in Salt Lake !
City where he played baseball for|
[the army. Widow, Spokane.

. Fred Martinez, 23, San Diego,/
{Cal, Trightfielder. Played with'
{junior American Liegion team for,
|three years. Went to .Americas
|in the Georgia-Florida league. En-
|listed in the navy and spent three
‘years in the Pacific. Played base-
|Bail for the navy in Hawaii. Dis-
Icharged in November, 1945.

© Victor Picetti, 19, San Francis-
co, Cal., first baseman. Played
American Legion junior baseball
land semi-pro baseball. Went di-' -
rectly to the Oakland team of'
the Pacific Coast league. Was
ivoted the most promising player.
in the Western International league,
‘this spring. i
| Bob James, 25, Tempe, Ariz,.
outfielder. Played semi-pro base-
ball in Phoenix, Ariz. Then went
with Idaho Falls, Idaho, in the.
Pioneer league. Served in thel
navy. Discharged in-the fall of:
1945. Optioned to Spokane from
Binghampton, N. Y., in the East-
ern league. . t

George Lyden, 25, Tensed, Ida.,!
pitcher, married. Critical condi-|
tion with head injuries and burns.

The injured and their condition:

Irv Konopka, 27, Moscow, Ida.,
catcher.  Unsatisfactory condi-|
tion with head injuries.
_ Levi McCormack, 32, Lapwai, .
‘Ida., leftfielder, unmarried. Un-
isatisfactory condition with head
‘injuries.- :
. Benjamin Geraghty, 31, Living-| j
ston, N. J., second baseman. Satis- k
factory condition with head cuts. \

Chris Hartje, 30, San Francisco,
Cal,, married. Critical condition
with first - and second degree 1

burns.
Spokane 4

Peter Barisoff, 24,
Wash.,, pitcher. Minor injuries.

Richard Powers, 25, Spokane,
pitcher, married. Head injuries.

Gua Hallbourg, San Francisco,
Cal., pitcher, married. Minor in-
‘juries.

of the bus. Cuts and minor in-
juries, f

City Hit-Run C&sjes

Glen Berg, 30, Spokane, driver 1

In June Reach 53 !

[
Fifty-three hit-run traffic acei-|
dent cases have been reported to
city police so far this month, In-
spector Ted Ahner, head of thef
traffic division, revealed today.
Property damage- and personal}
injuries, except in the aecident|
last night in which Kenneth Rom-|

Confinue

JUN 2.6 1986+

STAR

unseth, 4, was killed, have been|
slight, Ahner said, Of the 53|
12 arrests were made and war-|
rants for the arrest of eight oth-|
ers have been issued. The score
compares with 65 cases in April
and 56 in May. .
“A good many hit-run arrests|
made were changed to reckless
driving charges when evidence
was insufficient to prove the party|
|guiicy of hit-run,” Ahner explained. |

3_JUN 261945 .

TRAFFC SRV
DEATH SCENE

An immediate investigation Df;- |
traffic conditions near the 3700

block of West Holden Street, where
a 4-vear-old boy was killed by a i
‘hit-run driver Monday night, was:
ordered today by Acting Mayor, M.
IB. Mitchell. !
Mitchell instructed the city engi-|
neer's office to survey the area for|
possible traffic hazards after resi-
/dents presented a petition demand—l_
ling installation of traffic lights or
Istop signs. ° |
| The petitioners were headed by
R. Langmead, 3811 W. Holden St‘.i

(Pald .‘i’r&tla'amenl‘

whose two small daughters were
playing with Kenneth Romunseth,
3724 'W. Holden, when he was
killed. Police are conducting a
search for the driver of the death
car.

The petition stated that “all the
automobiles race to make the grade
from 328th Avenue Southwest and
West Holden Street, up t¢ 35th
Avenue Southwest, and they come
idown_even faster. There should be
1a stop sign to prevent them from
racing, also some slow signs, Surely,
it is not adking toe much that our
children be protected.” ¥

The petition particularly asked
that a ston sien be nlaced at 40th

£ Thi
oy

1

[Return OTTO H. MITTELSTADT as Coroner

2

)
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-~ [THRUS Chkoh
VIGTIN DIt

(Picture on Back Page) '
* Death, having already claimed!
= ] s 1
eight lives in the plunge of a char-:
tered bus from Snoqualmie Pasgi
Highway, hovered close above two:
other surviving passengers late’
yesterday in Seattle hospitals.
" George Lyden, 22, pitcher for the)
§pokane baseball club, died ati
King County Hospital early yes:
terday afternoon. I
Of the suryivors injured in the,
Monday night tragedy, two were
jisted 'as critical and physicians|
battled with plasma an} surgery tol
save their lives. ¥ i
They were Chris Hartje, 30, ofj
San Francisco, at King County:
Hospital, and Glen Berg, 24, Spo-
kane, driver of the bus.

BADLY BURNED

Both Hartje and Berg were bad-|

burned when the bus caught;
fire as it turned and twisted down!
the rain-swept mountainside. |

Of the hospitalized survivors,;
only Ben Geraghty, 31, of Spokane:
was deseribed as in “satisfactory
¢ondition.” He suffered & broken:
knee and scalp lacerations.

4] told the children their pray-
ers saved you!” exclaimed young
‘Mrs, Geraghty as she arrived at
‘his bedside late yesterday.
“They mlways pray for daddy to
get hits and come home early.”

The Geraghtys, whose home is
in Spokane, have three young chil-
dren. Mrs. Geraghty [lew from
Spokane late yesterday. '

Iy

At King County Hospital in un-1 5

gatisfactory condition were Rich-.
ard Powers, 26, Oakland, head and
spine injuries; Chief Levi McCor-
mack, 33, Spokane, facial injuries,
and Erwin Konopka, 26, Moscnw,"-
Idaho, fractured necks; <

QTHERS KILLED N
" Besides Lyden, the dead were!
Jisted by Coroner John Brill as/
Mel Cole, team manager; Roberq’
Kinnaman, Brooklyn, Wash.: Rob-;
ert James, Tempe, Ariz.; George
C. Risk, 27, Hillsboro, Ore.; Fred-
erick T. Mariinez, San Diego; Vi
Picetti, Oakland, and Roberr Pat-
erson, San Francisco. |

While state and county authori-|
ties started an investigation of gthe
accident, the players who werc
able to talk unanimously agreed

reeect BRI

RETURN A VETERAN TO HIS JOB

JOHN P. BRIIJ;, JR.. IS THE ONLY VETERAN AND
THE ONLY UNION CANDIDATE FOR CORONER.

A
'Give Up,' Plea Of Dead Boy's
Parents to Hit-Run Driver

5 eattle Post-Tntelligencer Wed, I

1
]L .
FOR THE FUNERAL

The small vietim’s sister, Jo Ann
who is 8 years old, and does
not quite realize that death is for-
eyer, accompanied her parents yes-
terday las they made arrangements
for funeral services at 2 p. m, Sat-
urday at the West Seattle Funeral
Home with burial in Washelli Baby-
land.

And afterwards, when there was
nothing more to do, the three of
them' drove home and turned in the
driveway and looked for a minute

at a sign a few feet away:
“SLOW. Children at play.”
It was a sign that somebody
didn’t read.

une 28,1945 §* 1_26

| Fai'l'h_—Aljlfq Hope |

that their bus swerved to the right
o avoid another machine ap-
preaching on the wrong side of the
road.

Swerving, the bus smashed|
through a guard rail and down the
mountainside, ‘rolling over and
over. By the time the first wit-
nesses could reach the scene, the
bus was In flames and the base-|'
ball players were scattered for a
bundred yards across the steep
slope. !
SERVICES ARRANGED !

Under arrangements by Joseph|
R. Manning and Son, the jodies of'

zeven of the victims will be moved |
1o their home towns for funeral ',

BEHEAVED——MH. Florence Romunseth, mother of the 4-year-old

boy killed by hit-run driver Monday evening,
alloywed this photograph to be taken of herself and her daughter
yesterday in the hope that the driver might see it and give himself

up, and that other drivers would learn a lesson from it. 1
—{ Post-Intelligencer Photo.,)

e S e : e ek o
PRAYERS SAVED .Hl“—-ﬂa_n Geraghty,- Spokane ball club

" ol __ player who escaped from the tragic
!nu 'n.:_udenl M.ond_uy night with a head injury and fractured knee,
is visited by his wife at King County Hospital. Mrs. Geraghty at-

* tributed his escape from the death that elaimed eight others to the

o T 0 a Hit-Run Driv er . nigbt_ly‘pfsyafs _of tlu:ir three children. (S;i'{o::]:m P
P, LV JUN 26 1966

NOT A PARENT l :

!
“Nothing could” have . 'saved l:
! Kenny,” said the dad. “He was | i
! too badly hurt. But sometimes |
| prompt care could save a life. i

Are you the Seattle motorist who is ‘trying to
{ forgetz - . . . ‘
 Grieving parents of a dead four-year-8ld boy
pleaded yesterday that you stop fighting that memory
e e T and give yourself up.

4| don’t know whether the driv-
er 'who struck Kenny was a man

gervices.

rangemenis by Butiterworth and
Sons.

Services for the others, although
no time has been set as yet, will
be held as follows:

_ Lyden at Tekoa, Wash.; Cole at
Sacramento; Martinez at San Diego,
and Picetti and Paterson at San
Franecisco. Arrangements are to be

made today for James and Kinna-|-

Kenny Romunseth's
Slayer Sent
Message

By Anne Stewart
To the man or woman

whose car struck a small,;

laughing youngster on W.
Holden St, Monday at twi-
light—the man or .woman
who slowed down. after the
thud of impact and then
picked up speed and drove
away, two grieving parents
_directed . a plea -yesterday.
“"Please. Give yourself up.”

Perhaps, the parents admitted, it|

couldn't be helped.
play move quickly.

Small boys at

.. But, reunited in sorrow ag they|.

‘m=de arrangements for the burial
of their 4-year-old son, J. E. Ro-
munseth and his estranged wife

The body of Risk was|~
taken to Kelso yesterday under ar-||

Florence puzzled over the kind of a

It was dusk of a June day
and you were driving east on
. 'a quiet street—W. Holden St.
There is a sign there,
“SLOW—Children At Play,”
but you didn’t heed that sign
if you saw it. '

Just what you did see only
you know, but it is certain
that vou felt and heard a
sharp thud and that you
slowed down for an instant.
Perhaps yot turned to look
. it at the still, crumpled form
: %2 of a little boy. But you did
not stop. Perhaps you thought that speed and distance
together could shake loose the memory. ‘

That boy’s parents know that even with time you
won’t forget. That memory is with you today and
even if you always hurry it will not leave. SR :

There is nothing .much you can do for those par-
ents now. Their son is dead. You cannot bring him
back. But you can restore their faith in the decency
of humanity, .

Perhaps you could even do a bit to keep such heart-
break from coming to another home. You might want
to warn other motorists to wateh for those signs read-
ing “Slow” and “Caution” and “Stop.” You might
be able to tell of that losing fight you’ve been waging
against memory, so that another driver, on another
street, might stop instead of speeding away.

s e g L i g b e

How about it? Why not give yourself up? Now!
— i - . e ] i : -

or a woman, young or eld. But |
am quite sure It wasn't a father
—or a mother.

“There isn't much anyone ¢an
do to help us now. But that driv-
er coyld help himself by giving
up. I:don't see how he can live
the rest of his life with that
memory.”

Pushing their day and night in-
vestigation on pitifully meager in-
formation, police yesterday echoed
the Romunseths' pleas.

4That driver will be a lot bet-
ter giving himself up then wait-
ing for us to catch him,” Special
Traffic Investigator M. E. Cook
said.

DESCRIPTIONS CONFLICT

After canvasslng the neighbor-
hood of Mrs., Romunseth’s home at

. 2724 W. Holden St., Cook said he
had only vague and conflicting de-
seriptions of the death car. Neil Ww.
Lane, the neighbor who picked the
crumpled form of Kenneth Robert
Romunseth from the street, said
the car was itwo-toned, of blue and
buff. Youngsters playing in the
street at the time said the car was
of solid blue. :

No tracks were left on the
smooth black-top and no means of
identifying the car were found.

Cook said the search will continue|

on a 24-hour-a-day basis.

He also said statements of neigh-|
bors definitely established the fact|

that the driver must have been
aware of the collision. . :
“The impact was heard . a half-
block away;’ Cook explained.
Mrs, Romunseth herself hurried
out of the house after hearing the

|| son were trapped by a rock slide|

' cisco, as extremely grave. He was
burned when the bus caught fire.

. T0 SAVE HARTd

-injured -during the recovering of

| Hospital' described the condition of

| Harborview.! v

| eritical condition, though he im-
| proved during the ni

| shown improvement, but still was

Physicians worked desperately}
today to save the life of Chris:
Hartje, most critically injured of]
the seven surviving Spokane base-|.
ball players who were hurt when a
chartered bus crashed 300 feet
down a mountainside in Snogual-
mie Pass Monday night. BEight
players were killed and the bus
driver’ was injured critically.

State Patrol Sergt, O. C. Furseth,

the bodies, was taken yesterday
afternoon to the New Renton Hos-
pital with a severe leg injury. He
and State Patrolman H. R. Fergu-!

during rescue work. Ferguson was
confined to his bed today with a
severely sprained ankle,
Condition Grave
Physicians at Harborview County

Hartje, 30 years old, of San Fran-

Nine plasma transfusions and
saline solutions were administered!
to Hartje last night. .

The list of dead rose to eight
yesterday afternoon when George
Lyden, 22-year-old er, died in

‘Hospital physicidns freported
Richard Powers, 26, still was in

t. |

Levi McCormack, also has




i 5 A

. Pete Barisoff, 20, was released
yesterday and Benjamin Geraghty,
31, of Spokane, was scheduled for
release today or tomorrow, !

Attendants at Virginia Mason
Hospital said Glenn Berg, driver
of the bus, was still in. critical
condition.

The State Patrol said two
branches of its organization were
conducting investigations of the
crash. Also investigating were
Coroner John P. Brill, Jr., and the
motor-carrier division of the Inter-
state Commerce Commission. !

Others killed besides Lyden were
Mel, Cole, Robert Kinnaman, Rob-
ert James, Robert Paterson, George
C. Risk, Frederick T. Martinez and
Vie Picetti. 3

Bodies of Picetti and Paterson
will be sent by plane to San Fran-
cisco, under direction of Joseph
R. Manning & Sons’ mortuary.

Funera] arrangements for seven
victims are being arranged by
Mannings. The Risk services are
being arranged by Butterworth's,
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rom Others

Mystery Car Minus
'Lights Seen; Ninth
Ball Player Succumbs-

As a Seattle Star reporter |
listenied at the bedside, Glen
C. Berg, 24, driver of the
special bus carrying the Spo-
kane baseball club, painfully
moved his burned Iips today
to tell Coroner John B. Brill
Jr. his -story of the tragic
crash Monday night in Sno-
qualmie pass. The ninth vie-
tim died last night. Four re-
main critically injured,

On the basis of Berg's testimony,
Brill at once demanded an ex-
haustive re-investigation Ry the
state patrol of all facts surround-
ing the accident, and further in-
terview of all witnesses.

“There is discrepancy—a lot
of it—in testimony of the wit-
nesses,” the coroner said.

- Salient points brought out by
the gquestioning, Brill summarized,
were as follows: - . 3

1—A startling new clue, in the
possibility that the bus actually
may have collided with an oncom-
ing “mystery” car, was seen in
Berg's assertion that “it seemed
like the car hit us, there was a jar
at the left front end."

2—Statement by Berg that |
ihe bus was not ruoning prop- |
erly, that the motor was run- |
ning poorly with resultant loss |
of vacuum jn the hoost¥r |
brakes, that he had in fact |
|

|

stopped in Ellensburg to have
the gas line changed, “but it
didn’'t seem to do any good.”
3—Berg's statement that as be;
went up the hill he received an
““all elear” headlight signal of two
blinks from an oncoming Inland
Motor Freight truck, which he ac-
knowledged with a blink of his|
own. {
4—The bus driver's statement
that he didn't make any attempt
to use his bmk;g%l'w:‘ﬁme dur-
ing the split H& before the
crash because “it would have tend-
ed to put the four wheels into a|
skid,” ‘ : :
5—Berg’s declaration that the|
“mystery” car did not have its|
headlights on, and that the bus|
was traveling “not ovér 28 miles|
an hour” at the time of the acci-|
dent. Hl
Brill pointed out the difference|
between Berg's statement and
that of W. H, Coyle, of Pasco, who
'saw the end of the bus go over the|
jembankment and declared that:
| “Y was traveling 45 or 50
" miles an hour. The bus passed
me. It was drizzly and the
pavement was wet.” He said it
was a ‘few minutes” later
] that the wreck occurred. )
Here are some sample questions
' by, Brill and answers from Berg:
| “What happened after you left
i Ellensburg ?” “In. the first place
the engine wasn't running very
I good.” L
| “What happens when the motor
dies?” “The motor quits and the|
"brakes don’t work very good, no|
vacuum booster.” i
“Did you blink at anyone on the}
way up?” :
with an Inland Motor
truck, he gave me two clear lights,
,and I returned the signal"” 2%
“Was the accident [
brakes?” *“No, someone v
. my side of the road.” :
| “What kind of a car?
'to designate because L w
ramine darlke " 4.

TIMES

“Yes, I blinked lights!.
freight

“Were brakes working?” I

didn't try them because I knew I
was liable to lock all four wheels
~and -would have a better chance
. by goosing it."”
. “Were you thrown clear?”
“No, I crawled out.” “Was the
other car passing a - third
car?” “It seems there was a
truck ahead of the car. X
! think he was passing it.”

Berg did not know during Brill's
interview that anyone had died in
the accident, and the coroner did:
not mention it to him.
| Berg's mother and father Mr.
‘and Mrs. A. E. Berg, were stand-|

{ skin’'by without hitting the
i m{l ”

son’s room in the Virginia Mason
hospital.

The latest victim to die was
Chris Hartje, 30-year-old
catcher from San Francisco.
Hartje succumbed in Harbor-
view, King county hospital, to
firat and second degree burns.
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MEN LEFT, SEEN AS PILOT

Ben Geraghty, 3l-year-old in-

fielder who has wandered around
the baseball world for a dozen
years since leaving his home in
Livingston, N. J., probably will be
"the third 1946 manager of the
_Spokane Indians.
i Geraghty, who suffered a broken
~knee in the bus crash that virtu-
‘ally wiped out the Spokane club
Monday evening, and Chief Levi
McCormack will fly home to the
(Inland Empire City today.
‘ Nine players have died from in-
juries suffered in the accident and
|three others, Cajcher Irvin Kon-
lopka and Pitchers Dick Powers
and Gus Hallbourg, still are in Har-
borview Hospital here.

The dead are Catcher-Manager
Hel Cole; Catcher Chris Hartje,
who died last night; Pitchers Bob
Kinnaman, Bob James and George
Lyden; Infielders Vie Picetti,
George Risk and Fred Martinez,
and Outfielder Bob Paterson.

Pitcher Pete Barisoff previously
had been discharged from the hos-
pital, -
. Dwight Aden; business manager
of the .Indians, said this morning
that Geraghty is the No. 1 choice
!to succeed Cole,

“I talked with Ben yesterday,”
said Aden, “and he’s anxious to
start organizing a new team. He
can’'t be a playing manager for a
time, but he has lots of enthusiasm
and I think his choice would be
| popular with Spokane fans.”
| Geraghty formerly played with
Boston and Brooklyn of the Na-
, tional League, Sacramento of the
'Pacifiec Coast League, Indianapolis
:of the American Association, and
-Trenton and Syracuse,

Glenn Wright, the former major
league shortstopping star, started
at the helm of the Indians but was
fired the day before the season
opened and Mel Cole substituted
{for him. Cole had the Indians
. romping along in fifth place, on
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| BEN GERAGHTY |
He'll fly home with broken knee H

) |

the winning side of the ledger, wllen‘I
flaming death struck Monday night.

If Geraghty is given the job he!
must start rebuilding with three|
players—Pitchers Milt Cadinha and |
Joe Faria, who escaped the acci-|
dent when they drove to Seattle
with their wives, and Infielder Fred
Lanifero, en route here from San
Diego on option, i

McCormack and Barisoff may be!
able to rejoin the club shortly.

Proffers of playing help have
poured into Spokane baseball head-
quarters from the entire diamond
world.
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'CANDIDATES' CORNER---

3-Way Coroner Fight

Raises Livel

candidates are voted upon

] JOHN P. BRILL JR.
Democrat

T believe that ne man elected
coroner should have outside busi-
ness interests allied with the of-
fice. I have none. I am the only
candidate who can make that
statement,

During my 12 years in the of-
fice I have carried on a determined
fight to correlate the activities of
the coroner with other law en-
foreament agencies to avold du-

pense to the taxpayer.

T was born in Seattle, received
my education in local schools and
attended university before enter-
ing the coroner's office.

Today the King county coroner’s
office and morgue is recognized as
the leading office on the West
coast. I am the only veteran run-
ning for this office. \I served with

cifie, participating in the invasion
|of Okinawa. I am a member of
|the Ballard Elks, Eagles and two
labor organizations,

didates for the office of coroner. . 7
series of articles dealing with contested offices on which |
all citizens of King county will vote. -
Candidates for county commissioner in
tral) and Second (south) districts
succeeding issues of The Star.

plication of effort and added ex--

The Seattle Star today presents the statements of can-

)

This is the last of the |
the First (cen-
will be presented in
County commissioner
only by citizens of their re-

spective districts at the prim;a,ry;

loffice has rendered to the public
|during my term.

! OTTO H. MITTELSTADT

! Democrat

| For eight years as coroner of
|King county, assisted by the prose-
,cuting attormey, law. enforcement,
lagencies and civic minded organi-
zations, I waged a relentless fight
to reduce traffic fatalities, Today
we are confronted with an ever-
increasing toll of deaths due to
"careless, reckless and drunken
driving.

One of the most successful
methods used by me as coroner
lte combat automobile fatalities
iwas the “on the spot” inquests,
Held at the scene of, and imme-
diatelv following, a fatal accident,
these inquests allowed the jury to
hear testimony while all facts
were clear in the minds of wit-

nesses and before evidence might

jthe U. S navy in the South Pa- |} " . veq or destroyed. One|
isuch inquest resulted in the re-
|sur£a.cing of Aurora avenue with|
)

nonskid blacktop, eliminating skid-!
lding fatalities on this important|

stop signs, traffic lights at inter-|
isections, traffic islands, designated|
'pedestrian  cross-walks, reduced|
ispeed limits in residential areas|
‘and brought about better lighting!
conditions in the county, resulting/
in reducing accidents and fatali-|
ties.

f FINCH HAGGARD
| (Republican)

| 'The coroner's office is a law:
|enforcement position parallel to;
{and in co-operation with the sher-,
|iff and prosecuting attorney.

Are you satisfied with this;
phase of the coroner's office over|
the past several years? I am not!|

I am entirely independent of the!
remuneration attached to this of--
(fice. I therefore intend to admin-,
|ister the coroner's office in an ab-
!solutely fearless manner, effi-
iciently and economically, indepen-.
|dent of whatever might happen . |
| TUnder my administration all
homicide or manslaughter inquests/|
will have representation from the
sheriff's office, prosecuting attor-|
ney's office and the coroner's oi-|
fice, which has not been the case|
in the past. i

I am a pioneer of Washington,
|came to Seattle when 2 years of
jage, am & graduate of Washing-
Eton State college with a special-|
lized medical course that is a def-|
|inite qualification for this posi-|
‘tionm. |
Brill Backs Bond
Issue for Lights -
Support for the proposed bond
lissue to give Seattle $3,00,000
worth of improved street lighting
was announced today by Coroner
John P. Brill Jr.,, who also advo-
cated three other points of his own
to cut city traffic deaths.

. '“We must have better street
lighing,” Brill declared. “Along
with it there must be vigorous
prosecution of drunken driving, re-
moval -of traffic congestion, and a
1ca'mpaign to make pedestrians
safety comscious.” -

Woman Hangs Herself

Mrs: Glena- May Tallman, 42,
%}fﬂ%g‘sﬂf yesterday in a shed!

¢ by a'neighbor, Coroner.,John
P, Erill Jr. reported. The victim:

had bheen suffering & nervous
breakdown, Brill said. L

|
!
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SECOHD -
" RNER SOUHT

Police- today sought the hit-run
driver of a 1929-model sedan which

|collided with another automobile;

at 11:45 o'clock last night, injur-'
'ing two persons, at 14th Avenue!
and East Jefferson Street. |

The sedan was abandoned a
block away after colliding with an
|automobile- driven by Mrs. A. E.
Marshall, 25 years old, 1914 E. Col-
umbia St., who suffered abrasions.|
Willie Edmond, 37, of 707 Sixth|
‘Ave. S, riding in Mrs. Marshall's
car, suffered a head injury, broken
ribs and lacerations. They were
treated at Harborview County Hos-
pital. |

A $500 reward was posted in an-
other hit-run case. The reward is|
ioffered by the Aeronautical
‘Mechanics’ Union for information,
leading to arrest and conviction of
the person or persons responsible
for the traffic death of 4-year-old
' Kenneth Romunseth, Monday eve-!
jhing, The boy's father is a mem-:
| ber of the union, "

Automobiles Checked

M. E. Cook and K, W. Thomas,
special traffic investigators, are,
checking all au'omobiles resem-|
bling the hit-run machine. The
driver responsible for a hit-run
death last year was arrested after
215 automobiles had been inspected.|
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DRIVER OF DEATH
RIS BLANES IR

Glen C. Berg, 24-year-old driver
of the bus which plunged off Sno-'
qualmie Pass and killed or fatally
injyred nine baseball players Mon-|
day| night, today told Coroner John|
P, |Brill, Jr., the tragic accident
wasg caused by another automobile,
which forced the bus off the high-|

hristian Hartje, 30 years old,
catcher for the Spokane Indians of
the| Western International League,
died last night in Harborview
County Hospital of burns suffered
when the bus caught fire as it
rolled 300 feet down the moun-
tainside.

Berg said the bus had brake and
engine trouble en route to Seattle
from Spokane, and had stopped at
Ellensburg for repairs, “which
didn’t seem to do any good.”

More Investigation

After talking with Berg in Vir-
ginia Mason Hospital, Brill said a
more thorough investigation wasi
needed, as “there seems to be a lot;
of discrepancies in testimony from|
various witnesses.” !

Berg said that just before the,
accident he exchanged headlight;
blinks with a truck, the truck’s
signal indicating the road ahead,
of Berg was clear. However, Berg'
said, he met an automobile, on the
wrong side of the road, a moment,
later. |

¥
]

Car Coming Up Hill
| "It was coming up the hill, going
- It was coming up on my'
‘side of the road and I tried to get
' by,| going off on the shoulder and
ng not to hit the guard rail.”

‘IDid you try the brakes?" Brill
| asked. |

‘INo, I was afraid the brakes,
might make the bus skid and throw,
us Tinto the guard rail. I stepped'
on the gas so we would ha ve a|
be_tl'iter chance of getting by,! Berg!
said.

“It seemed like the car hit wus,
as I felt a jar at the left, front
ned,” Berg went on. “We then
struck the guard rail and began:
taking out the posts one by one.
I lost control.” ) l

Berg said the other ‘car did not)
have its lights on.

Berg's physician said the drivér’s'[
condition was improving. Berg
was burned on his arms, face, neck
and legs, .

Harborview physicians said Levi
McCormack, 83 .years old, was to
be released today. Still in critical
condition are Richard Powers, 26,
of QOakland, Calif., and Erwin Ko-
nopka, 26, of Moscow, Idaho, both
in Harborview.

Sergt. O. C. Furseth of the State
Patrol, who suffered a bruised leg
while helping recover the bodies,

discharged vesterday from
New Renton Hospital.

Il ot Home
F auses Death

Mrs. Rose Alice “Thornton, Tl
vears old, died today in Harbor-
view County Hospital of injuries
suffered May 29 when she fell at
her home, 343 N. 104th St. Funeral
|servlces will be held at 1 o’clock
Saturday in Forkner's
Burial will be in Washelli.

Mrs. Thornton is survived by
two sons, Charles, Seattle, and Cecil,

chapel.

Woodinville, and:a grandson, Ches-
ter.
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